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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 12, 2010
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


NARCOTICS BUREAU TO ANNOUNCE STUDENT PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS CONTEST WINNERS
On Thursday, April 15, 2010, the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and the State Department of Education will be holding a press conference in the State Capitol Blue Room to name the winners of the “DON’T SHARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS” student contest.  OBN Spokesman Mark Woodward says the event is part of “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” in Oklahoma April 12-16 designed to help Oklahoma school students focus on a growing epidemic involving prescription drug abuse.  
“Kids are always taught to share.  And that’s a great character trait.  However, we want students to understand that sharing prescription drugs can have devastating and deadly consequences.  Too often, teens are abusing prescription drugs, and frequently the drugs are given to them by friends.”

                                                  ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

Woodward says more than 300 entries arrived from students across the state. 

“These kids were very creative with the message, “DON’T SHARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS”.  We received posters, essays, poems, and several student-produced DVDs featuring skits and messages about the dangers of prescription drugs.  With so many great entries the judging was very difficult.”
                                                      ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman
Woodward says the contest got kids thinking and researching a problem that is often overshadowed by alcoholism, methamphetamine and other substance abuse issues. OBN Director Darrell Weaver says the contest also helped begin a dialog with parents, teachers and friends about the dangers of taking prescription drugs that don’t belong to them. 
“The long term success concerning substances abuse in Oklahoma will be directly correlated to how well we deter our young people away from illicit drug use.  I am very encouraged by the many participants in this contest and the great thought put into the many submittals.  This project is about the future and not the present.  We must look beyond the horizon on drug issues and realize we are battling for the future of our children and grandchildren and we must have great resolve.”

                                                                     ---Darrell Weaver, OBN Director 
Prizes will be awarded for the top student entries in two separate grade groups.  The press conference is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. in the State Capitol Blue Room, Thursday, April 15th.   The student winners, their parents and representatives from the student’s schools have been invited to attend and be recognized during the ceremony.  “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” is co-sponsored by the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, the Oklahoma Chapter of the National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators, the Cherokee Nation, and King Pharmaceuticals.  
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