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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 1, 2010
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


PRESS CONFERENCE SCHEDULED TO ANNOUNCE “PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS WEEK” IN OKLAHOMA
A press conference is scheduled for Monday, April 12th, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. in the State Capitol Blue Room to officially launch “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” in Oklahoma April 12-16 as proclaimed by Governor Brad Henry.  The press conference will feature OBN Director Darrell Weaver, Department of Mental Health Commissioner Terri White, Cherokee Nation Chief Chad Smith, and OU Women’s Basketball Coach Sherri Coale.  Also scheduled to speak is Trena Sutton, wife of former OSU Basketball Coach Sean Sutton.  At the press conference, OBN Director Darrell Weaver will discuss a variety of events planned throughout the week of April 12 – 16 to bring attention to the growing epidemic of prescription drug abuse and addiction in Oklahoma.  
“Prescription drug abuse is a silent cancer in Oklahoma, but I am confident the Prescription Drug Awareness Week will reap productive results by attacking the issue with a comprehensive, collaborative effort.  The week will be intensive with programs concerning steroid use among our youth, a state- wide prescription take back program a networking luncheon with law enforcement, treatment providers and community organizations to strategize on how we can be more successful, and finally, we will be calling on all of Oklahoma to conduct a state-wide prayer in local churches for individuals and families impacted by prescription addiction, as well as those who investigate and treat substance abuse. It is time for all of Oklahoma to glove up and enter the ring to fight this epidemic of prescription drug abuse and I am optimistic we will be successful if we all work together in this endeavor.”
                                                             ---OBN Director Darrell Weaver

*The media is invited and encouraged to attend each of these events.  Press releases with additional details will be forthcoming.

Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week

April 12-16, 2010
The following events and activities are co-sponsored by the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators (NADDI), the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, and King Pharmaceuticals

Monday April 12th, 2010  1:00 p.m.:

· Press Conference at 1:00 p.m. at the State Capitol Blue room to launch “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week”.  

Tuesday April 13th, 2010  11:30- 1:00p.m.:

· Invitation-only Legislator Luncheon on “The state of Pharmaceutical Abuse in Oklahoma” and interactive discussion with Michelle Lipinski Principal of the North Shore Recovery High School.  Event held at the First Baptist Church of Oklahoma City located at 1201 N. Robinson in Oklahoma City sponsored by King Pharmaceuticals. 
(Press Note:  Michelle Lipinski, students from Recovery High School, as well as local physician Dr. Michael Schwartz will be available for interviews Monday evening and Tuesday morning to promote this event, and will be available for interview during and after the event, as well.  Dr. Schwartz is Founder and Director of Oklahoma PainCare, Inc. (Oklahoma City) and a certified expert regarding safe and effective treatment of chronic daily non-cancer pain conditions). 

Wednesday April 14th, 2010  11:30-1:00p.m.:

· Networking Luncheon with law enforcement, treatment and community organizations held at the First Christian Church 3700 North Walker, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Open to the public.  Please RSVP with OBN at 1-800-522-8031

· 7:00 p.m. State-wide prayer for those who are addicted to pharmaceuticals, for those who investigate pharmaceutical abuse, and those that treat the individuals and families.

Thursday April 15th, 2010  1:00 p.m.:

· Student “DON’T SHARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS” contest winners announced at a State Capitol Blue Room press event at 1:00 p.m.  (Press Release with additional details forthcoming)

· State-wide pharmaceutical take-back program from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Drop-off locations can be found at the following link: http://www.ok.gov/obndd/Take_Back/index.html (Press release with additional details forthcoming)
(Press Note:  Members of the press are welcomed and encouraged to stop by one of the listed locations in their area between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on April 15th.  OBN Director Darrell Weaver, along with the OBN Command Post will be at the drop-off location at the Oklahoma County Jail.  The media is invited to stop by and interview Director Weaver, Oklahoma County Sheriff John Whetsel, and view the take-back program first-hand from this location.  OBN will also be available for interviews at the Riverside Drive location in Tulsa).
Friday April 16th, 2010  1:30-3:30:

· Video teleconference at the Department of Education for secondary school Athletic Directors and coaches on the use and abuse of steroids. The video will be made available on the web for public viewing at a later date. Limited seating available.  
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