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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 16, 2010
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


OBN PARTNERS WITH STOOPS, GUNDY TO ADDERSS STEROIDS IN ATHLETICS 
The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics has partnered with the Oklahoma Department of Education, OU football coach Bob Stoops and OSU football coach Mike Gundy to address concerns of teens using performance-enhancing drugs for athletics and body-building.  This afternoon, Stoops and Gundy joined OBN Director Darrell Weaver in a live video-teleconference to secondary school staff, coaches and athletic directors focusing on the use and abuse of performance-enhancing drugs and growth hormones.  The event was part of “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” in Oklahoma April 12-16th.  Director Weaver says the partnership with Stoops and Gundy is a mixture for success in addressing the problems surrounding teens using steroids.
“The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics is extremely pleased with the cooperation that the athletic departments at both Oklahoma University and Oklahoma State University have shown through their support for our steroids video conference component of our Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week.  The fact that Coach Bob Stoops and Coach Mike Gundy participated even though both had important spring football games the following day is a tribute to their willingness to make a difference in the lives of our Oklahoma student athletes. “

                                                                     ---Darrell Weaver, OBN Director

In addition to positive messages from Stoops and Gundy, the video teleconference featured expert testimony and panel discussion on the prevalence of the problem, signs and symptoms of steroids abuse, as well as the dangers of illegally using performance-enhancing drugs.   A copy of the video-teleconference, as well as informational materials will be made available to the public on the OBN website at www.ok.gov/obndd  “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” is co-sponsored by the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, the Oklahoma Chapter of the National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators, the Cherokee Nation, and King Pharmaceuticals.
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OU Athletic Director Joe Castiglione, OU Football Coach Bob Stoops, OBN Director Darrell Weaver, OSU Football Coach Mike Gundy, OSU Athletic Director Mike Holder at the OBN/Department of Education Video Teleconference on Steroids Abuse 
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