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MULTI-AGENCY INVESTIGATION SHUTS DOWN MAJOR METHAMPHETAMINE PIPELINE IN OKLAHOMA CITY
A multi-agency investigation has shut down a significant methamphetamine pipeline in Oklahoma City.  At 6:00 this morning, agents and officers from several departments executed 6 Search Warrants and 21 Arrest Warrants for defendants accused of distributing large quantities of methamphetamine in central Oklahoma.  Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) Spokesman Mark Woodward says the multi-agency investigation began 8 months ago.
“Beginning in August of 2012, several agencies worked together to

 investigate a large meth distribution network in Oklahoma City. 
This group of defendants would import alarming quantities 
of crystal methamphetamine or ‘ICE’ into central Oklahoma to 
supply local street dealers and meth addicts.”

                                               ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

Woodward says the primary targets of this investigation had ties to Mexican cartel sources, shipping as much as 25 pounds of meth from Mexico into Oklahoma City, weekly.  The investigation involved OBN, the Department of Homeland Security Task Force and the Bethany Police Department.  OBN Director Darrell Weaver says he is very pleased that law enforcement in a joint effort has dismantled a major source of methamphetamine in central Oklahoma.  
“What was unique about this cell group of conspirators was that the major defendant brokered all the covert transactions from a location in Culiacan Sinaloa Mexico rather than relying on cell groups here to broker the deals.  Culiacan is the hub for the Sinaloa cartel which is a one of the major cartels and criminal enterprises in Mexico.  This was a joint operation which included 11 different law enforcement agencies in Oklahoma.  The cooperation was outstanding and I cannot express my gratitude enough to all the agencies involved.  Together, we can make a difference in our state.”

                                                 ---Darrell Weaver, OBN Director
As of noon today, 13 of the defendants were in custody.  Assisting with the Arrest Warrants today include OBN, Bethany P.D., Department of Homeland Security, Oklahoma City P.D., Oklahoma County Sheriff’s Department, Moore P.D., Norman P.D., Ponca City P.D., Chickasha P.D., the U.S. Marshal’s Service, and the Drug Task Forces for District 6 and District 21.  All of the defendants are being booked into the Oklahoma County jail.  They face a variety of charges, including Trafficking of a Controlled Dangerous Substance (methamphetamine).   
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