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 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


NARCOTICS BUREAU TARGETING STORES SELLING DRUG PARAPHERNALIA
The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) is working to halt the sales of drug paraphernalia at Oklahoma convenience stores.  OBN Spokesman Mark Woodward says his agency is focusing on several stores around the state after receiving tips that these facilities are selling paraphernalia products to known drug users.   This morning, OBN Agents served a search warrant at the Z and Z convenient store located at N.E. 24th and Martin Luther King Boulevard in Oklahoma City for selling pipes used to smoke “crack” cocaine.  Woodward says some convenience stores are selling drug paraphernalia disguised as other products.

“This particular store was selling “crack” pipes disguised as ink pens.  The so-called pens are glass tubes sold behind and under the counter, priced considerably higher than traditional pens, and the purchase package would often include a piece of steel scouring pad used by “crack” addicts as a filter for the pipe.”  
                                                       ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

Woodward says his agency has worked with State Representative Mike Shelton’s office related to stores in his northeast Oklahoma City district.

“Representative Shelton is dedicated to protecting his community.  We’ve spoken with him about concerns voiced by some of his constituents regarding stores selling drug paraphernalia in his district.”

                                                             ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman 

Woodward says he hopes this raid sends a strong message to other store owners that these types of products clearly violate the state statutes on drug paraphernalia.

“Stores that sell these types of pipes, tubes and filters are deliberately supplying and profiting from individuals intent on smoking “crack” cocaine.  They know it and they don’t care as long as they are making money.”

                                                            ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman 
OBN Director Darrell Weaver says his agency will aggressively target those who profit from supplying these destructive elements to citizens of Oklahoma.  
"This is akin to a cat and mouse game.   The only difference is the lives of our citizens are at stake. The narcotic enforcers and drug violators are always maneuvering against each other. Some of these violators are huddled in a motel room or on a dim lite street corner while they peddle their wares. But some are more covert and use the guise of legitimate business to profit on their illicit drug trade. I am here to serve notice we will battle any of these violators no matter what form they may be because we are fighting for the health, safety and well-being of our citizens."

                                                                    ---Darrell Weaver, OBN Director 

Woodward says the store owner and employees selling these glass tube pens are facing misdemeanor charges of Distribution of Drug Paraphernalia.  Additional felony charges could be filed as a result of evidence found during the execution of the search warrant.  
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