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SUBSTANCE ABUSE PUBLIC FORUM AND DRUG TAKE-BACK PROGRAM SLATED FOR MUSKOGEE
On Monday, January 25, 2010, a Public Forum on substance abuse and drug crime will be held in Muskogee.  The event, hosted by the Muskogee Police Department, Muskogee Community Anti-Drug Network, and the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), is designed to help match problems with solutions.  Mark Woodward, Spokesman for OBN says the Public Forum will serve as an avenue to discuss drug activity, substance abuse treatment needs, prevention programs, and provide dialog for addressing and eliminating criminal activity in Muskogee and surrounding communities.  
“We want people to bring questions and concerns to the table. We want to talk about restoring drug-infested communities and removing the criminal elements that threaten neighborhoods and families in areas like Muskogee.  We also want people to have a place to turn if they have a substance abuse problem.”

                                                       ---- Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

Woodward says law enforcement experts will be on hand to address drug crime issues.  He says representatives from area treatment and prevention services, the public schools and churches will also speak and provide assistance to those needing a place to turn for addiction recovery and support.  
The event will also serve as a drug “take-back” option.  Attendees are encouraged to bring expired or unused prescription drugs to be disposed of safely and legally.  Food and drinks will be provided, and several educational tables will be available for people to pick up additional information on drug abuse, treatment, prevention and recovery needs.  
The Public Forum on Drug Crime and Substance Abuse is at 6:00 p.m. January 25, 2010, at the Muskogee Civic Center (425 Boston Street).  It is free and open to everyone.  
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