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 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


STATE DRUG AGENCY DEPLOYS EDUCATION INSTRUCTORS TO BOOST AWARENESS
According to the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), as many as two out of three Oklahoma High School students say they have never received basic drug education in the classroom or at home.  But the state drug agency is trying to change that.  Mark Woodward, Education Officer for OBN, says his agency provides about 200 drug awareness programs to school students, staff and parents each year.  But Woodward says they are currently reaching only about 10 percent of their target audience.

“Kids are starving for this information.   They need to hear the dangers 
and consequences of substance abuse.  Our agency provides free
 programs when our schedule allows, but there have not been enough 
of us to go around. “
                          ---Mark Woodward, OBN Education Officer

OBN has recently-enacted a program called COPNET (Community Oriented Proactive Narcotics Education & Training).  Under the program, OBN secured a federal grant allowing the agency to hire as many as 20 substance abuse instructors.  They will be strategically located across the state to provide school drug awareness programs.  Woodward says COPNET will prevent the agency from having to turn down requests due to time constrains.   R. Darrell Weaver, Director of the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, says a primary mission of OBN is the enforcement of laws designed to halt the local availability of drugs.  But another critical component is providing drug education aimed at demand reduction.

"To be successful in Oklahoma we must attack the supply and demand 
of the drug issues we face. As Director, our agency will work tirelessly 
to do our part in keeping one Oklahoma child from getting involved in 
this destructive element in our society"
                        ---R. Darrell Weaver, OBN Director
OBN is still taking applications from individuals who might be interested in one of the instructor positions.   Anyone who would like more information about the COPNET program is encouraged to call OBN at 800-522-8031.
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