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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 1, 2009
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


METHADONE SYMPOSIUM

September 29th -30th, 2009

Lake Murray Lodge, Ardmore, Oklahoma

Prescription drug deaths in Oklahoma have spiked seventy-three percent (73%) over the past decade.  The synthetic opiod, Methadone, has been linked to a significant number of those deaths.    In recent years Methadone has been used in the management of chronic pain, and justifiably, because it is long acting and the cost is very low.  Thus, as the increased use of Methadone continues in our society, it is imperative that we have an increased knowledge about this drug.  

On September 30th, 2009, the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics is hosting a “Methadone Symposium” at Lake Murray Lodge in Ardmore, Oklahoma. All Healthcare professionals, Law Enforcement Investigators, Prosecutors, Civic Leaders, Legislators, and media are invited to attend.  The event will feature experts such as Mark Parrino, M.P.A. President, American Association for the Treatment of Opioid Dependence, Inc., Lisa McElhaney, Secretary, National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators (NADDI) and Sergeant at the Broward County Sheriff’s Office, and Dr. John W. Nelson, M.D., a Pain Management Physician.  These individuals have extensive knowledge about Methadone and will provide in-depth presentations on the use, abuse and trends of Methadone.  
Methadone is a synthetic Opioid that was developed in Germany in 1937.  The druge is used primarily in Narcotic Treatment Programs (NTP) for the treatment of Opioid dependence because it is, although chemically unlike morphine or heroin, Methadone also acts on the Opioid receptors.
SYMPOSIUM INFORMATION:  Information can be found National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators (NADDI) web site at http://associationdatabase.com/aws/NADDI/pt/sp/home page  or you can register with Cindy Hamilton with the Oklahoma Pharmacy Board at chamilton@pharmacy.ok.gov.  Please send the form and registration fee to 19707 Persimmon Lane, Tecumseh, OK 74873. Rooms are available at Lake Murray Lodge in Ardmore, Oklahoma for $63.00 per night on September 29th & 30th, 2009.  The registration cost for the Symposium is $25.00 per person.  The Methadone Symposium is sponsored by the Regional Organization Crime Information Center (ROCIC) and the National Association Drug Diversion Investigators (NADDI). 
Deaths related to drug overdose in the State of Oklahoma has increased by 73% in the last eight years. [image: image1.png]DRUG OVERDOSE DEATH
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Of these drugs overdose deaths, 87% in 2008 were directly related to pharmaceutical drugs.
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One of the pharmaceutical drugs that continue to be evident and relevant to overdose deaths is the drug called Methadone.
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