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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 17, 2010
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


STATE LAWMAKERS, DRUG AGENCY ANNOUNCE UNIQUE PROGRAM TO CURB METH PRODUCTION

Today, a group of Oklahoma legislators and the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) is announcing the creation of a unique program aimed at curbing the recent increase in Oklahoma methamphetamine production.

In 2004, Oklahoma enacted a law for halting meth labs which became model legislation, nationwide.  The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and several Oklahoma lawmakers crafted House Bill 2176 requiring Pseudoephedrine, the key ingredient for manufacturing meth, be sold in pharmacies and placed limits on individual sales.  The measure resulted in a 90% reduction in meth lab seizures.  

However, over the past two years, a new recipe has surfaced utilizing smaller amounts of Pseudoephedrine, thus allowing meth cooks to avoid purchases limits. It’s known as the “One Pot” lab.  This new recipe is responsible for a dramatic increase in meth lab seizures: 213 labs in 2008 to 690 labs in 2009.  Additionally, several deaths and injuries have resulted from these small, but highly volatile meth labs. Today, a new program is being unveiled to reverse this trend.
OBN data collected on customers attempting to purchase Pseudoephedrine shows many of them have a criminal history involving methamphetamine offenses.  Under the program being announced today, the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and state legislators are working to create a Meth Offender Registry.  The Registry will be tied to the OBN’s existing database used to track Pseudoephedrine purchases.  Customers listed in the Registry due to a previous meth conviction will be blocked from purchasing Pseudoephedrine at the point of sale.  Additionally, those listed in the Meth Offender Registry will be prohibited from possessing Pseudoephedrine.  

“We must be strategic and surgical in our pursuit of the controls of pseudoephedrine.  There are many good citizens in Oklahoma who need it and should not be denied access but there are illicit methamphetamine manufacturers in Oklahoma who will destroy themselves and everyone in their paths with clandestine laboratories.  There is nothing that will destroy Oklahoma communities faster than illicit drug issues.   We must be creative and relentless in pursuit of processes that will make Oklahoma safer.”  

                                                        ---R. Darrell Weaver, OBN Director
Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a felony, punishable by incarceration in the State department of corrections for not less than two (2) years and not more than ten (10) years, or by a fine of not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00), or by both such fine and imprisonment. State Representative Randy Terrill and State Senator Anthony Sykes are the authors of the measure.  
Oklahoma was the first state in the nation to control Pseudoephedrine and tie all pharmacies together electronically to track Pseudoephedrine sales in real-time.  Oklahoma now becomes the first in the nation to include meth conviction data in the purchase process to block those seeking Pseudoephedrine to manufacture meth.  
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