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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 25, 2009
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES DISMANTLE OKLAHOMA DRUG SUPPLY PIPELINE
The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), with the assistance from the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), has ended a year-long undercover investigation targeting major drug suppliers in Oklahoma and Texas.  OBN Spokesman Mark Woodward says agents and officers from several departments served approximately 60 arrest and search warrants tied to the case.
“Over the past two days, agents have been serving warrants 
throughout eastern and southeastern Oklahoma, as 

well as in Texas.  The defendants in this investigation are

considered major sources of drugs, supplying street dealers and users in communities all across Oklahoma and Texas.”

                   ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman
Woodward says the defendants were supplying large quantities of methamphetamine, as well as prescription drugs. Most of the arrests took place in Idabel and Hugo in southeastern Oklahoma. One arrest and search warrant was also executed in Austin, Texas.  Those arrested face both State and Federal charges of Distribution of a Controlled Dangerous Substance.  OBN Director Darrell Weaver says agency resources are devoted to eliminating these threats to Oklahoma communities.   
“ The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics  is committed to making a difference in all of Oklahoma.  We will continue to put a full court press on the drug traffickers in communities across our state.  This is a prime example what we can accomplish when there is a cooperative effort between OBN and our partners at the local level.  As the Chief Drug Enforcement Officer for the State of Oklahoma let me make myself clear and simply say that all drug traffickers and  co-conspirators need to be make note that we are coming to get you!  We are fighting for the future of our children in our state and we are simply not going to stop until every neighborhood is safe from these drug offenders.”

R.Darrell Weaver, Director  

As of 5:00 p.m. this evening, nearly two (2) dozen drug suspects had been rounded up.  The identities of several defendants are being withheld pending interviews and follow-ups.  Agents also seized small quantities of drugs, cash, several weapons and vehicles from the defendants.  Assisting with the round-up over the past two days included the US Marshals Service, the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, the Choctaw County and McCurtain County Sheriff’s Departments, Idabel Police Department, the Civil Air Patrol, and the Oklahoma National Guard Counter-Drug Office.

This drug sweep comes on the heels of an OBN operation in southeastern Oklahoma two weeks ago which resulted in nearly 40 drug arrests.  The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics will be returning to Idabel for a Town Hall Meeting on Drug Crime and Substance Abuse at 7:00 p.m. next Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at the Kiamichi Technology Center, 3205 Lincoln Rd, NE in Idabel.  Woodward says it will serve as a public forum to further discuss drug enforcement, prevention, and treatment issues within the communities and the schools in Southeastern Oklahoma.

PRESS RELEASE








�














