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K2 SMOKE BLENDS - 
  

  
WHAT IS K2? 
 
K2 is the brand name for a synthetic blend of ethno botanicals (natural drugs) found in herbs and 
plants.  The manufactures blend this material into a smokeable product that looks like a cross between 
marijuana, oregano, and tobacco.  K2 is marketed as the legal alternative to marijuana.  The producers, 
mostly relying on on-line sales, are very cagy about what K2 actually contains.  I did a little research and 
found that it contains: 

  
Canavalia rosea – a pest vine that grows naturally around the Gulf of Mexico that is also known as Bay 
Bean or Beach Bean 
Clematis vitalba –  a noxious weed known as “Old Man’s Beard” or “Travelers Joy” that officials routinely 
try to kill off, especially in Washington State 
Nelumbo nucifera – also known as “Labrador” or “Indian Lotus” – generally grown in Central India for 
the seeds which are dried and sold as decorative 
Pedicularis grandifolia – also known as Elephant’s Head, a natural muscle relaxant and sedative 
Heimia Salicifolia – a Chinese shrub that is known to be a mild hallucinogen also known as “Yellow Crest” 
Leonurus sibiricus – an Asian herb known as “Honey Weed” and in some cultures called “Marijuanilla” 
Ledum palustre – also known as “Marsh Tea” which contains central nervous system poisons known as 
Terpenes.  In very small doses it is tolerable but in moderate or heavy doses it can make the user very ill. 

  
K2 is marketed in at least five different versions:  K2 Blonde ,  K2 Summit , K2 Standard,  K2 Citron, and 
K2 Pink.   They all seem to contain the same basic ingredients but in different blends and quantities. 

  
Users generally smoke K2, but report that traditional “joints” don’t work very well.  Users prefer to 
smoke the substance in pipes or water bongs and value the experience because the smoke is allegedly 
significantly smoother and less harsh than marijuana.  Other users allegedly mix the substance into 
different types of tea. 

  
The effect of the drug medically is that of a “Euphoriant”  - not quite a hallucinogen. 

  
There are no detectable amounts of THC in the blend, but a newly marketed variation may have some 
trace of natural cannabanoids. 

  
Users report a euphoric experience lasting from 30 minutes to one hour, depending on the amount 
ingested . . . reports of user satisfaction are mixed.  I have read blogs that say “don’t waste your time or 
money on this stuff” and others that swear it is better than marijuana.   

  
** I did call as many “head shops”, smoke shops, and “fine tobacco retailers” as I could find listed in the 
phone book and on the internet, throughout Oklahoma.  All of them denied carrying the blends, 
although a few said they had heard of it . . . . I did not identify myself . . . . one guy actually said he had 
carried K2 but that the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics had seized all of it!  ** 

  
It is available of course on the internet – one particular site is called “K2 Café” , and through retail sales 
from magazine ads, typically in counter-culture magazines like High Times. 



LEGISLATION 
 
On November 1, 2010, House Bill 3241 took effect, outlawing the main ingredients in K2  

 
  

Specifically, House Bill 3241 banned the main ingredient which is JWH 073.  However, 

manufacturers immediately replaced JWH 073 with a variety of other JWH chemicals and 

changed the brand names from K2 to K3, Blue Majestic, Flame, and dozens of other names and 

products which mimic K2 but DO NOT contain the banned chemicals. 

 

The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics got legislation approved in the spring of 2011 (Senate Bill 

919) which bans over 200 additional JWH substitute chemicals.  This law takes effect 

November 1, 2011.  The same legislation also bans the chemicals sold a “Bath Salts” or “Plant 

Food” under the names of Ivory Wave, Vanilla Sky, etc…  This product is a white powder that 

mimics cocaine.   

 

State crime labs are working on testing procedures to identify K2-like products for police 

officers and prosecutors to utilize upon seizure of these products.  Police officers are encouraged 

to visit with state crime lab experts if they seize or suspect a product might contain some of these 

banned chemicals.   

 

For more information, contact Mark Woodward, OBNDD Public Information and Education 

Officer at 1-800-522-9031.   
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