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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 1, 2010
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


NARCOTICS BUREAU ALERTING THE PUBLIC OF GROUND-BREAKING LAWS TAKING EFFECT TODAY

Several ground-breaking laws take effect today aimed at halting escalating drug problems in Oklahoma.  The first law, House Bill 3380, creates the nation’s first Meth Offender Registry.    Mark Woodward, Spokesman for the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), says the Meth Offender Registry is a database of meth offenders tied directly to OBN’s Pseudoephedrine Tracking System.  The law prohibits anyone with a meth conviction from purchasing or possessing Pseudoephedrine tablets, the primary ingredient for manufacturing meth.

“Meth offender data is now in the Pseudoephedrine Tracking System.  If someone on the Meth Registry attempts to purchase pseudoephedrine at a pharmacy, the computer system will block the sale.  The system will alert OBN of the blocked sale which could initiate an investigation.”
                                                      ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman
When Oklahoma became the first state to place restrictions on the sale of pseudoephedrine in 2004, meth labs dropped in Oklahoma by over 95-percent.   However, Woodward says smaller meth labs called “One-pot” or “Shake and Bake” labs have steadily increased over the past 2 years because they require smaller quantities of pseudoephedrine, allowing meth cooks to avoid purchase limits.  OBN Director Darrell Weaver calls the Meth Registry a “surgical strike” against meth cooks.
“It’s the perfect balance.  The good citizens of Oklahoma will still be able to purchase pseudoephedrine at pharmacies.  And those with a meth conviction can still have pseudoephedrine in liquid or soft gel form, but are prohibited from having tablets. We believe this is an incredible piece of the legislation which is the national model for all states to following and we are optimistic that it will have a profound effect on the lives and safety of the citizens of Oklahoma.”  

                                                               ---OBN Director Darrell Weaver 
OBN has been working with the Oklahoma court system to develop the Meth Offender Registry and will house the information at the Bureau of Narcotics.  The pharmacies and other medical professionals will be able to go online through the OBN Prescription Monitoring Portal and determine if in fact the customer can lawfully obtain the product.  Also there is an additional crime for any person who assists another person, who is subject to the registry, in the purchase of any of the restricted products. Woodward says this is important because years of experience show that individuals will solicit the help of others to purchase their pseudoephedrine.  Another key component of the Meth Register bill is that on or before November 1, 2011 the Bureau of Narcotics will maintain a Methamphetamine Offender Registry website available for viewing by the public.
Woodward says another key piece of legislation taking effect today is House Bill 3241.  Under this bill, Oklahoma becomes one of the first states to outlaw K2, also known as “Spice”, which is sold in local stores or online as “legal cannabis”.  
“K2 is a blend of herbs that have been sprayed or applied with 3 synthetic compound chemicals which mimic the effects of smoking marijuana.  Over the past 12 months, reports of K2 abuse by teenagers and soldiers in the military have continued to climb in Oklahoma.  Our new law doesn’t ban the herbs, but rather it places the 3 synthetic chemicals applied to the herbs as Schedule I illegal substances in Oklahoma.”
                                                      ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman  
Woodward says there have been reports of teenagers being hospitalized all across Oklahoma, suffering from difficulty breathing, racing pulse, fever, dehydration and hallucinations after smoking K2.  Beginning today, Woodward says OBN will be making spot checks of stores throughout Oklahoma to ensure compliance with this new law.  This bill also prohibits the retail sale of certain types of glass pipes that are often used for smoking crack cocaine or methamphetamine.  
OBN Director Darrell Weaver says a third law taking effect today, House Bill 2529, will allow his agency to more quickly identify new drug trends in Oklahoma such as K2.  

“All drug overdose deaths by statue are reported to my office and it is extremely troubling to lose one citizen to such a tragedy. So the purpose of this piece of legislation is to be proactive toward this problem.   Hospital emergency rooms around the state will report to the Bureau of Narcotics any non-fatal drug overdose occurrences around the state.  The information will be limited to statistical information including county where the overdose occurred, age, race, gender, type of controlled substance involved in the nonfatal overdose and the method in which the controlled dangerous substance was obtained by the person when available.  No person’s identity or personal information will be disclosed.  I believe this will give us information in a timely manner if we encounter a situation or trend that needs attention before people die from it.  In other words, if we have a bad batch of methamphetamine in a community then we can be alerted in time to augment resources in the community in an attempt to find the bad dope before people lose their lives.  It is simply a passive stance just to receive ME reports when there is already a dead body.  Hopefully, this proactive endeavor will save lives in Oklahoma! “

                                                              ---OBN Director Darrell Weaver 
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