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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 10, 2013
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


MEDIA URGED TO ATTEND OKLAHOMA DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN TRAINING IN MIAMI, EDMOND LATER THIS MONTH
The State of Oklahoma recently established a Drug Endangered Children (DEC) chapter.  Training for law enforcement, prosecutors, and social service providers is taking place across the state this summer and fall to provide guidelines for dealing with children found living in drug homes.  Training sessions are scheduled for Miami, Oklahoma on July 22nd, and U.C.O. in Edmond, Oklahoma on July 31st.  Mark Woodward, Spokesman for the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) says the surge in meth labs over the past several years across Oklahoma, plus other incidents of children harmed in drug homes prompted the establishment of a DEC Oklahoma Chapter.

“As meth labs seizures continue to climb, more and more children living inside these homes are being exposed to chemicals and other hazards associated with labs.  The Drug Endangered Children program is designed to transition these kids into a stable, safe environment where they can be examined and interviewed after they are removed from a drug home.”
                                                             ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

According to the National Drug Endangered Children Training and Advocacy Center (NDEC-TAC), each year in the United States over 3.3 million child abuse referrals are made. Unfortunately, hundreds of thousands of drug arrests are made each year that involve children who are not interviewed and are left in a potentially dangerous environment. The ultimate goal is to rescue child victims of drug-related crime through teaching law enforcement officers, social service workers, medical and mental health care provider’s special methods of investigation and assessment that can improve the ability of the system to protect children who are discovered living in and endangered by drug environments.  

Oklahoma will also be hosting the National Drug Endangered Children Conference in Oklahoma City this November.  

NOTE:  Several local and national experts on Drug Endangered Children will be attending the training sessions in Miami and Edmond.  They will be available to visit with the media about this critical program. A flyer with times and locations is attached to this email.
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