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METH LAB SURGE PROMPTS OKLAHOMA DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN PROJECT
The State of Oklahoma is in the process of establishing a Drug Endangered Children (DEC) chapter.  Mark Woodward, Spokesman for the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) says the surge in meth labs over the past three years across Oklahoma prompted the move.

“As meth labs seizures continue to climb, more and more children living inside these homes are being exposed to chemicals and other hazards associated with labs.  The Drug Endangered Children program is designed to transition these kids into a stable, safe environment where they can be examined and interviewed after they are removed from a drug home.”
                                                             ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

Woodward says Oklahoma is one of several states establishing a DEC chapter as the need has continued to grow across the country.  According to the National Drug Endangered Children Training and Advocacy Center (NDEC-TAC), each year in the United States over 3.3 million child abuse referrals are made. A majority of substantiated child abuse cases involve adult drug activity by the offending adult. Unfortunately, hundreds of thousands of drug arrests are made each year that involve children who are not interviewed and are left in a potentially dangerous environment. Children of addicts are an estimated four to seven times more likely to become addicts themselves if they remain in a drug-using environment. Almost seventy-five percent of women and men in drug treatment programs were abused as children. Intervening in the lives of drug involved families can break the cycle of drug abuse in that family.
“With the reemergence of meth labs, the surge in prescription drug addiction, legalization of marijuana in other parts of the country, and other drug related crime; we have to prepare to address the impact addiction has and will continue to have on the family. My greatest sense of pride comes from the character and integrity that Oklahomans display in a time of crisis and reinstituting the Drug Endangered Child initiative is our opportunity to take a collaborative approach to crisis prevention.  NDEC-TAC looks forward to being a part of the move toward a statewide movement to protect and nurture children.”

                                    ---Vanessa Price, Oklahoma City Police Department                     Inspector and Midwest Regional Director for NDEC-TAC
Training was held in early June at the University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond to help initiate the Oklahoma DEC chapter.  The two-day conference featured national experts in Addiction, Child Abuse, Drug Endangered Children, and other fields.  The event, sponsored by OBN, UCO, DEC, the State Health Department and the Association of Oklahoma Narcotic Enforcers, featured nearly 200 attendees from a variety of areas including law enforcement, treatment, prevention, prosecution, social services and other groups that will be directly involved in the Oklahoma Drug Endangered Children chapter.  
"Our children are the most valuable possession in our state and we must do everything we can to protect them from the collateral damage and evil from the drug issues we are facing. The OBN will throw the full weight of our agency behind the effort to help initiate a "Drug Endangered Children Chapter" in Oklahoma which will assist in protecting our most precious and vulnerable asset for years to come."
                                                               ---R. Darrell Weaver, OBN Director
The Oklahoma DEC chapter will be holding additional training around the state over the next several months.  The ultimate goal is to rescue child victims of drug-related crime through teaching law enforcement officers, social service workers, medical and mental health care provider’s special methods of investigation and assessment that can improve the ability of the system to protect children who are discovered living in and endangered by drug environments.  
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