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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 19, 2007

 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


STATE DRUG AGENCY VOICES SUPPORT FOR DXM RESTRICTIONS

The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics announces its support for restricting teen access to a potentially dangerous over-the-counter cough suppressant.  Mark Woodward, Spokesman for OBN, says the abuse of Dextromethorphan (DXM) is a growing concern in Oklahoma.


“Statistics show an increasing number of cases involving


teenagers abusing this product to get a cheap high.  While 

DXM can produce a euphoria similar to marijuana and 

LSD when taken in large quantities, it is an addictive substance 

that can have very severe consequences.”

                  ----Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

During the winter, a legislative committee established a Task Force to study the abuse of household products, including DXM.  Woodward says he agrees with the Task Force recommendations to place mandatory age restrictions on the sale of DXM to block underage access to these products.  OBN Director R. Darrell Weaver sees this as a positive step toward reversing the trend of DXM abuse.

“As a member of the DXM task force, I believe the 

recommendation of  having an age restriction of 18 years 

old to purchase products with dextromethorphan is a necessary 

start to controlling a product which is on the rise and is troubling 

to law enforcement.  When such issues arise we must be diligent 

to boldly address them before they pick up momentum..”

                  ----OBN Director R. Darrell Weaver

Currently, the state legislature is considering two bills related to DXM.  One of the measures allows for voluntary steps on the part of retail merchants, while the other bill, supported by OBN, would require mandatory age restrictions. 
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