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AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 18, 2009
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


MULTIAGENCY INVESTIGATION PLUGS COCAINE PIPELINE IN SOUTHERN OKLAHOMA
A lengthy, multiagency undercover cocaine investigation results in the arrests of more than 20 individuals.  Mark Woodward, Spokesman for the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), says dozens of officers from several departments fanned out just after 6:00 a.m. this morning armed with 24 arrest warrants and 14 search warrants. Woodward says most of the warrants were served in Ada and Pauls Valley.  According to Woodward, law enforcement agents and investigators have been working together targeting an organization responsible for trafficking large quantities of “crack” cocaine into southern Oklahoma.  
“During the course of the investigation which initially started in 1999, we identified a primary “crack” cocaine source in Fort Worth, Texas. We also identified several local drug dealers responsible for distributing the cocaine from Fort Worth into communities throughout Pontotoc, Garvin, Murray, Carter and Wagoner counties.”

                                             ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman 
According to Woodward, the primary target of the investigation, Jeffrey Scott of Fort Worth, Texas, was arrested two weeks ago as part of the investigation.  

“The 24 individuals being apprehended today were getting “crack” cocaine shipments from Jeffrey Scott and distributing the drugs in several communities around Oklahoma.”
                                             ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

R. Darrell Weaver, Director of the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, says these cooperative law enforcement investigations are critical steps toward reducing the local availability of drugs, translating into reductions in drug crime and addiction.

“We gloved up to fight one more round against these co-conspirators and dismantled their organization in pursuit of a safer Oklahoma. The good citizens of this state don't want drug traffickers in their communities. Illicit drug violators have three choices; they can quit selling their contraband, leave the state or go to jail. That is their choices!”

                                             ---R. Darrell Weaver, OBN Director

As of 1:00 p.m. this afternoon, 18 of the 24 defendants had been arrested and transported to the Pontotoc County jail.  Pontotoc County District Attorney Chris Ross says he’ll prosecute the case as a conspiracy.  Those taken into custody face a variety of charges including Conspiracy to Distribute a Controlled Substance (“crack” cocaine). The investigation and today’s round-up involved the OBN, District 22 Drug Task Force, Ada Police Department, the Chickasaw Light Horse Police Department, the Pauls Valley Police Department, Davis Police Department, and the Murray County Sheriff’s Department. 
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