City of Nicoma Park

Special Meeting

MINUTES

October 14, 2014

7:00 p.m.

The City Council of Nicoma Park met in the Council Chambers at 2221 Nichols Dr., Nicoma Park, OK.

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pittman at 7:00 p.m.

Councilmembers present

Kevin Loudermilk – Ward 1

June Wiegert – Ward 2 (left at 7:55 p.m.)
Bobby Kolar – Ward 3

Brian Foughty – Ward 6

Robert Pittman – Mayor

Councilmembers absent
Aubrey Trowell – Ward 4

Mark Cochell – Ward 5

Others present

Beverly McManus – City Clerk

2.
BUSINESS AGENDA

Discussion, consideration and possible action to be held on the following Business Agenda Items:

A.
Utility Clerk Position.

The Mayor stated that the current utility clerk was retiring effective November 20th and proposed making this a full-time position. With the increased work load at City Hall, it is necessary to increase the position to full-time. Councilmember Loudermilk stated that if we want this city to grow and with the expansion of the sewer system, we have to make sure we have the staff needed for these changes.
MOTION BY Loudermilk; SECOND BY Kolar, to approve making the Utility Clerk position a full-time position.
AYE VOTES: Loudermilk, Kolar, Foughty, Pittman.
NAY VOTES: Wiegert. ABSTENTIONS: None. ABSENT: Trowell, Cochell. MOTION CARRIED

B.
Public Hearing to discuss one-cent sales tax election.

The Mayor handed out his Marketing Strategy to the Council. This report addressed direct mailings, signs, door-to-door campaign, social media campaign, press releases, phone calls, word-of-mouth, and counting votes.


There was discussion among the Council and the public about the proposed one-cent sales tax increase and the water system. Here are some of the comments:

· There was concern about a tax rate of 9.5%. The feeling was this would not stop anyone from shopping in Nicoma Park.

· The Mayor stated that he checked with OWRB and paying off the loan early would not be a possible.

· There was discussion on whether or not to rescind the one-cent tax at some point in the future. 
· A resident felt the wording of the ballot was confusing and may be misunderstood by the residents. It was explained this was writing by attorneys to meet the legal requirements. It was agreed upon that we need to have volunteers help get the word out to the residents that this is a sales tax increase and would have no impact on property taxes.

· There were concerns on the maintenance cost of a water system and who was going to maintain the system.

· A question was raised on how the trailer parks were going to be metered – one main meter or individual meters.

· Where exactly was the proposed water line going to be placed? The engineer stated it was going to be a loop system from Post Rd. to Hiwassee and would be on the north and south sides of NE 23rd. Street.

· What is the estimated cost of the project? It is anticipated to be about a 3.5 million dollar project with the loan rate at about 3.5% right now.

3.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Prepared by City Clerk on October 16, 2014. 
Approved by City Council on November 4, 2014.

__________________________________

_________________________________ 
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