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William Ray “Bill” Willis

June 16, 1924 - October 21, 2014

TE, 0K
WILL RAY "BILL” WILLIS, tongtime resident of Granite
Oklahoma, passed away early Tuesday rnorninﬂ 21,
2014 atPantation Viilage,A , Oldahoma. was born
E in Gran ite Okiahoma on June 16,
1924 to James ond and Ima
(ll:Bride) Willis. Bill spent his ?‘arly

| afavor?te me. The Willis family
! moved to Oklahoma where
Bill was stricken with osteomylitis
! in his early teens, his left leg was
amputated to save his life. A proud
raduate of Mar:ﬂum High School
s as class
'Pmident. the summer months
he wmiced at his Dad’s engineering fim\ that was located in
Tulsa, OK. drafting blueprints for the war effort. Attendin
Oklahoma A&M, in Stillwater, Okiahoma from 1943-1946 Bi
pursued a ee |n architecture, served as President of the
Sophomore and was a found! mernber the Lone-
some Polecat Archery Club, He met a gung Iadé\;
campus named Ellen King. On Feb.‘ZB, 1946, Bill and
along with two other es eloped and were married In
Winfield, Kansas. Bill and Ellen followed an entrepreneurial
spirit by opening Willis Manufacturing where they sold and
produced monuments,” venetian blinds, aluminum awnings
and fencing. Four children were born to this union: Blifie
Karen, Linda Kay, James Lance "Spogie” and Brenda Gay
While' living in Stillwater, Bill served as the President of the
Junier Chamber of Commerce, served ‘as Chairman of the
Civil Defense promoting bomb shelters, a member and offi-
cer of the Stiliwater Club, and was active in other orga-
nizations. The Willis" moved to Granite, OK in 1964 where
Bill ‘'and Ellen joined' the fami business, Willis-Pellow
;rothers Menument Works. In 1983, Bill, Ellen and their chil-
dren purchased the family memorial ‘business from J. R.
Willis becoming Willis Granite Products. Active in the Gran-
ite and Mangum communities Bill joined the Granite United
Methodist Church, Chamber of Commerce, Lions Club, Okla-
homa State Alumm, Old Greer County Museum Board
Mangum Elks and last but not least he was a proud Mangum
Alumni. Bill was instrumental in bringlng tourism to South-
west Oklahoma belng one of the founding members of the

later becoming Great Plains Country. Bill was an accom-
Bhshed designer and englneer of granite memo[ials that can
e seen across the United States. Some of his'work can be
seen in A France, Russia and also at the Smithsonian in
Washlngto‘?ﬁ C. Pruietts included; the Giants of the Great
ains which culminated in the 1979 dedication of the 30
foot by 30 foot mosalc of Will Rogers located in Granite, Ok-
lahoma, design and construction of the Old Greer County Pi-
oneer Hall of Fame in Mangum, 0K, Oklahoma Heritage
Plaza in Oklahoma City, OK, m portraits in the National
erSﬂi"‘]lstl:a" of Fame, S ter, Oklahoma, as well as
granite historicals and Veterans memorlals across Oklahoma

and Texas. He achieved his lifetime Certified Memorialist

designation at the age of 80 years old. He was a proud mem-
ber of Mid-America ent Builders, Monument Builders
of North America and was an Assoclate Member of the
American Institute of Commerative Art. In 2007 his firm
Willis Granite Products received The Goverors £ill Sneed
Award for supporting the ‘arts In Okiahoma. On Nov 30
Bill's 15 years of service to

' 2010 Gov. Brad Henry!
the Oklahoma Mining and Safety Board. The Gpvernor noted

that this was the longest consecutive term served on’the

Southwest Oklahoma Recreation and Tourism Association

commission. Preceded In death by his parents, his wife Ellen,

son Spogie, and brother Fred Willis. He is survived by

daughters: Billie Karen Harrison of Oklahoma City, Liada Kay
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as, NV;*along'with*a
ﬁhews and many ds.*Funeral services for Bill Willis
be'at 10 a.m. Friday, October 24, at'the Granite
ited MathodiSt!Church with Rev. Rusty’ ‘__j,ams officiating,
lnterment will follow at,the Granite'City Ceme!
direction of Greer Funeral Home of Gramte gil[
lie in" state at the Granite United d Churr.hwre
the family will greet friends en Thurs 'from 6 until
nline tributes may be m e family at

flowers that memorials be made, in Bill's name, to the
Mangum Education Foundation, the Granite Education En-

nchrnent Foundation, the Granite United Methodist Church or
to the Thlewarie Indian Baptist Church in Dustin, Okiahoma.
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