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OMRF's Drs. Merrill and Harley to Speak During Lupus Advocacy Day
                         
What:      2010 Lupus State Advocacy Day 
Who:       Lupus Foundation of America, Oklahoma Chapter and the Public
Where: Oklahoma State Capitol - 4th Floor Rotunda 
When: Monday, May 3, 2010, 9:00a - 1:00p, Program Begins at 9:30a 
 
(Oklahoma City, OK)  The Oklahoma Chapter of the Lupus Foundation of America will be raising lupus awareness by meeting with Oklahoma representatives on Lupus State Advocacy Day, Monday, May 3, 2010.   The event will take place from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Oklahoma State Capitol.
 
Those speaking on behalf of LFA-Oklahoma Chapter at a press conference beginning at 9:30 am, in the 4th floor rotunda, will include Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins, State Senator Constance Johnson and State Representative Randy Terrill.
 
Also speaking are Joan T. Merrill, M.D., Program Chair of the Clinical Pharmacology Research Program and John B. Harley, M.D., Ph.D. Program Chair of the Arthritis and Immunology Research Program of the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation,  an organization at the forefront of lupus research nationwide.
 
Dr.  Merrill is OMRF Professor of Medicine at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, the Medical Director of the Lupus Foundation of America, and a member of the Systemic Lupus International Collaborating Clinics. She has published more than a hundred papers on lupus and is actively involved in clinical trials of new treatments for lupus. She is the Principal Investigator of the Oklahoma Cohort of Rheumatic Disease, with more than 440 patients with lupus participating in research. She designs clinical trials which link treatment outcomes to laboratory studies aimed at finding new blood tests that can improve the way treatments are selected for individual people, help to guide the dosing, and help to guide optimal combinations of treatment
 
Dr. Harley is a respected Rheumatologist and world-renown investigator in the field of Arthritis and Immunology. Working at the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation for more than 20 years, Dr. Harley initiated the Lupus Genetic Studies in 1991 and hopes that the efforts made by his team will contribute to conquering lupus and halting the havoc it creates in people's lives.
 
"If we could identify the genes that control whether a person is predisposed to lupus, we could learn why only a small fraction of the population develops the disease," said Harley. "And this information would be the keystone for formulating new and more effective treatments for lupus."
 
The Governors office will be issuing a “May is Lupus Awareness Month” Proclamation and Senator Johnson will be introducing a commendation for the same in the Senate.  State Representative Randy Terrill will be issuing the Lupus Awareness Month proclamation in the House. 
 
Career firefighter, Jon Hansen, who was at the forefront of the rescue effort at the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, will be attending Lupus State Advocacy Day accompanied by his daughter Jill.  "My personal involvement is a plea for people to help my daughter and others like her by supporting Lupus Advocacy Day on May 3rd.”   Jon Hansen is on the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Lupus Chapter.
 
“We will have members from each of our twelve LFA Oklahoma support groups present at the capitol visiting their senators and representatives,” stated Lea Jensen, LFA, OK Chapter, Executive Director.
 
Approximately 1.4 million Americans, including over 25,000 Oklahomans, have lupus and of those, 90 percent are women. Lupus usually strikes women between 15 and 45 and is two-to-three times more common among black women. Hispanics, Asians and Indians also have a higher incidence of lupus.
 
Janna D. Hall, LFA-OK Chair whose mother died of lupus said “We will be visiting with our senators and state representatives to make sure they are aware of the need for more lupus research and patient support.  We'll let them know that a new drug, Benlysta, currently in the third stage of clinical trials, needs more funding as no new drug has been approved by the FDA for the treatment of lupus in over 50 years."
 
“Reaching out to our representatives on May 3rd might be the most important thing we can do to help people with lupus.” said Jensen.
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