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The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
is mandating that all public safety licensees con-
vert existing 25 kHz radio systems to minimum 
narrowband 12.5 kHz efficiency technology by 
January 1, 2013. Eventually, agencies will be 
required to further migrate to 6.5 kHz, but that 
deadline has not been established. The purpose 
of the narrowbanding mandate is to promote 
more efficient use of the VHF and UHF land 
mobile bands by opening up additional channels 
within the same spectrum space. All land mobile 
Part 90, 25 kHz efficiency systems operating on 
VHF (150-174 MHz) and UHF (421-512 MHz) 
frequency bands are subject to the narrowbanding mandate. If an agency is not in compliance with the narrow-
banding mandate by the January 1, 2013, deadline the FCC may issue fines and/or cancel licenses. Agencies 
should note that it is highly unlikely that the FCC will extend the narrowbanding deadline. 

Recognizing that the deadline for the narrowbanding mandate is fast approaching and that a number of public 
safety agencies in the state are not in a financial position to meet the mandate by January 1, 2013, the Oklahoma 
Office of Homeland Security (OKOHS) is offering a one-time opportunity to apply for funds to be used toward 
purchasing narrowband-capable equipment. OKOHS is the State Administering Agency (SAA), designated by 
the Governor, and is responsible for dispersements of Interoperable Emergency Communications Grant Program 
(IECGP) funds to eligible pass-through recipients. 

Narrowbanding Overview  

Guidelines for Applying 
The following guidelines are required in order to be eligible to receive IECGP funding, provided by OKOHS, 
for the purchase of narrowband-capable equipment:

1) Applicant must be an Oklahoma public safety agency, which includes state, local or tribal entities or 
authorized nongovernmental organizations whose sole or principle purpose is to protect safety of life, health 
or property. 

2) Applicant must demonstrate, in writing, reasons for which their agency is unable to meet the FCC’s 
narrowbanding mandate by January 1, 2013.

3) Applicant must be able to provide a 25 percent match (e.g. $2,500 to receive $7,500 for a total of $10,000).
4) Applicant must provide an equipment proposal from a vendor of their choice and a life cycle plan for 

any equipment purchased with funding provided by OKOHS. All equipment purchases must be capable of 
operating in narrowband mode and must adhere to the state’s standards. Visit www.ioc.ok.gov for the Minimum 
Standards for Communication Equipment Purchases: Phase 1 Subscribers. 
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Complete the Narrowband-Capable Equipment Application included below. Submit to OKOHS by mailing the 
completed forms to the following address:

Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security
Attn: Statewide IOC Planning Division
P.O. Box 11415
Oklahoma City, OK 73136

The Narrowband-Capable Equipment Application may be sent by fax or electronic mail in lieu of mailing a hard 
copy. 

Fax: (405) 425-7295
Email: IOC@dps.state.ok.us

Instructions 

Narrowband-Capable Equipment Application 

Application must be received by May 31, 2011, to ensure consideration by OKOHS.

Part I: Agency Information
1) Name of Public Safety Agency: 
2) Agency Type(s): 
    (List all that apply including Law Enforcement, Fire, Emergency Medical Services or Other.) 
3) Homeland Security Region: 
4) Primary and Secondary Points of Contact:

Primary Contact 

Name: 
Phone Number:
Email Address: 
Fax: 
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 

Name: 
Phone Number:
Email Address: 
Fax: 
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 

Secondary Contact (Optional)
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Narrowband-Capable Equipment Application (Continued)

Part IV: Equipment Request Information
Please attach the following documentation to this application:

1) A description of your agency’s equipment needs, including an itemized list of specific equipment that will 
be purchased using IECGP funds provided by OKOHS;

2) A written proposal for equipment from a vendor of your choice;
3) A life cycle/sustainment plan for the equipment purchased with IECGP funds provided by OKOHS.

Part II: Funding Match

Part V: Signature and Date

Part III: Reasons for Non-Compliance

Please sign and date below.

Authorized Signature Date

Please check either “Yes” or “No” to the following question. 
Will your agency be able to provide a 25 percent match, e.g. $2,500 to receive $7,500 for a total of $10,000, 
toward any IECGP funding, provided by OKOHS, for the purchase of narrowband-capable equipment?

YES NO

Please document and attach the reasons for which your agency has been or will be unable to comply with the 
FCC’s narrowbanding mandate. (Not to exceed one page)

Page 4


	1) Name of Public Safety Agency: 
	2) Agency Type(s: 
	3) Homeland Security Region: 
	Primary Contact: 
	Secondary Contact (Optional: 
	Email Address: 
	Email Address: 
	Phone Number [1]: 
	Phone Number [2]: 
	Phone Number [3]: 
	Phone Number [4]: 
	Street Address [1]: 
	Street Address [2]: 
	Street Address [1]: 
	Street Address [2]: 
	Phone Number [1]: 
	Phone Number [2]: 
	Phone Number [3]: 
	Phone Number [4]: 
	Date: 
	CheckBox1: 0



