
MANAGING THE LOST PERSON INCIDENT 
(MLPI™) COURSE 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma – January 11-14, 2011 
 
There have been many “high profile” searches in the news media, lately.  Are you a member 

or leader of search team but you’re looking for a solid footing in basic search management?  

Are you an agency member with responsibility for SAR Incidents?   Dion Petaros could be 

the one to help you out. An Instructor authorized by the National Association for Search & 

Rescue (NASAR™), Dion is offering the NASAR Managing the Lost Person Incident 

(MLPI) course in Oklahoma City, OK Tue – Fri, January 11-14, 2011. 

 

MLPI is a nationally recognized, 32-hour curriculum designed to give newcomers to search 

management, as well as experienced leaders, the academic and scientific theory to function 

as a participant in an ICS based SAR incident. Combining classroom training and tabletop 

exercises (based on actual SAR incidents); it is an intensive indoctrination for those who are 

interested in learning more about functioning in SAR management.   

 

Course objectives in MLPI include: 

 

 Understand the principles of managing and leading  

 Develop an operational preplan  

 Identify and describe effective uses of SAR resources  

 Describe how to organize a search using the Incident Command System  

 Through the use of actual search mission exercises establish a search area, segment the 

area and assign probabilities to the segments.  

 Manage on-scene basic SAR planning functions  

 Gather lost subject information through investigating and interviewing techniques  

 Describe tactics in searching for lost persons, and compute probabilities of detection of 

resources applied to the search  

 Develop objectives, strategies and tactics to locate the lost subject, through the use of 

actual search mission exercises  

 Describe the importance of finding and documenting clues  

 Describe the importance of lost person behavior and the study case histories  

 Develop situational and tactical briefings and debriefings  

 Discuss considerations for managing external influences such as the media and family  

 Discuss the importance of rescue and medical planning, suspension and demobilization 

of the search  

 Understand search mission related stress and its affect on SAR resources  

 Describe the many modern technologies used in SAR missions  

 Describe the decision process of when to suspend a search  

 Describe and list post mission considerations  

 Explain and understand the role of the agency administrator during SAR missions.  

 

 



MLPI is a tested training program that has been updated to address the latest changes in the 

practice. The course was developed & is updated by a committee of active, volunteer and 

paid SAR participants from many of the most professional wilderness SAR providers, 

including the National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, Public Safety Departments, Center 

for Missing and Exploited Children, etc.  NASAR provides a detailed description and 

syllabus of this course at http://www.nasar.org/training/mlpi_p.html.  CLEET CEU credit is 

available. 

 

Early enrollment in this MLPI course is important. There are a limited number of openings 

and, based on past experience, the course is expected to fill. Pre-registration requesting 

approval from ACOG for attendance can be completed on this website.  If approved ACOG 

via a UASI grant will pay the registration costs.  This total covers the cost of the textbook, 

course materials, student registration and snacks during the classroom portions of the course. 

NASAR will award a certificate of completion to those who successfully complete the class.  

This is a “certificate course” in which the instructor, a NASAR Contract employee, is hosting 

the course and is responsible for ensuring that registrations and course completions are 

recorded with NASAR. 

 

Upon registration, you will be mailed an information package that includes a class schedule, 

directions to the class location, information on local food and lodging and a list of required 

supplies. Students should expect to arrive in class by 0745 of each morning, except for the 

first day when students should arrive by 0730.  Class will run until 1730 each evening except 

the last day when it is expected to be dismissed at 1700.  

 

INSTRUCTOR: Dion Petaros, the course director, is recognized for both his enthusiastic instructional 

style and his extensive SAR background. His search experience includes many years of ground, water, and air 

work with the U.S. Military, Civil Air Patrol, County Level Emergency Management Agencies and later as an 

employee of Georgia Department of Natural Resources. He also serves on the Boards of a number of task-force 

type SAR Teams.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Oklahoma OEM SAR Standards Committee.  

  

In addition to FunSAR, Dion is authorized by NASAR to teach; Introduction to Search and Rescue (ISAR), 

Advanced Search & Rescue (AdSAR), Managing the Lost Person Incident (MLPI) and Incident Commander – 

Emergency Response.  Dion is also an Instructor Trainer for these courses.  He brings a great deal of SAR 

teaching experience from his military duty, as well as from his civilian career. His backcountry experience 

includes thru-hiking the Appalachian Trail, section-hiking the Pacific Crest Trail, and backpacking throughout 

the United States. He is also a NASAR Lead Evaluator for the SARTech I, II, & III certification examinations, 

as well as a Lead Evaluator Trainer/Supervisor. Dion recently served on the Board of Directors (and was 

Treasurer) of NASAR. Dion was voted NASAR’s 2009 Instructor of the Year.  

 

Dion also presents non-NASAR courses including: Urban Search Management, Lost Person Behavior, and 

Wilderness Survival. 

 
 

Are YOU Ready for the MLPI challenge? 
 

http://www.nasar.org/training/mlpi_p.html

