
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes 
June 17, 2003 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th, Room 806 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
Members Present: Richard Barnes, Dr. Leslie Beitsch, Tommy Marvel (designee for Keith Burt), 
Sherry Bynum, Mary Hagerty (designee for Dr. Terry Cline), Nancy Kabriel (designee for Sandy 
Garrett), Sallie McLaughlin, Dr. Mike Morgan, Dr. Sheila Simpson, and Dr. Gary Watson 
 
Members Absent: Dr. Matthew Britt, Dr. Frank Collins, Sue Ellis, Robin Gurwitch, Lacey Masterson, 
Jackie Myles, Mike Thornbrugh, Dr. Francene Weatherby, and Koorosh Zahrai. 
 
Visitors: Tracey Strader (Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund), Brenda Peters (NATCO), Sandy Foster 
(Community SWAT & Oklahoma PTA), Tammy Randazzo (Pittsburg County Health Department), 
Barbara Patterson (Prevention Workz), Sarah Jane Carlson (Smoke-Free Families), and Wiley Hugos 
(Oklahoma City County Health Department). 
 
OSDH Staff Present: Sally Carter, Pamela Charboneau, Linda Wright Eakers, Janet Love, Doug 
Matheny, Bob Miner, Kevin Pipes, Debbie Shandy, and Dave Wattenbarger. 
 
 
Dr. Leslie Beitsch called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. He welcomed the members and visitors 
and asked for introductions.  
 
Due to there not being a quorum, the Advisory Committee members tabled the March 11, 2003 
meeting minutes until the September 23, 2003 meeting. 
 
Dr. Beitsch moved to item #3 on the agenda, Public Policy Issues. He provided a brief discussion of 
SJR 21, which was approved by the state legislators and signed by Gov. Brad Henry. This bill will 
protect the public in public places and workers in work places. The downside of the bill is the phase-in 
time for restaurants. Dr. Beitsch believes the role of the Advisory Committee and the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health is to encourage the Oklahoma Restaurant Association to promote smoke-free 
restaurants now, and not wait until March 2006. Kevin Pipes mentioned there would be a meeting to 
discuss mixed-use facilities affected by the passage of SJR 21, like bowling alleys. When asked if AA 
meetings would be smoke-free. Kevin replied that the consensus is they would be smoke-free because 
they are open to the public. Dr. Beitsch also discussed SB297, the youth compliance legislation, which 
passed the Senate 39-0, but did not get heard in the House. There is hope it may be revived if a special 
session of the state legislators is called. It would need to be on the call for the special session to be 
heard. Doug Matheny provided a handout of all the tobacco related legislation. Also briefly discussed 
was HB1814, an industry-sponsored bill that pertained to Internet tobacco sales. The issue of the 
tobacco tax was impacted by the President’s tax refund to the state. Dr. Beitsch feels there is still a 
need for the tobacco tax. Texas is holding a special session to discuss a $1 increase if the money was 



used for education. When asked about the tribal compacts, the Advisory Committee members were 
informed that several proposals were submitted. Some of the stumbling blocks for them would be 
removed by Texas adding the $1 tax. Some of the tribes were willing to take back less tax because they 
are more interested in the gaming issue. 
 
Dr. Watson left at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Moving on to item #4 on the agenda, Dr. Beitsch invited the Advisory Committee members to the 
Board of Health meeting at 1 p.m. on June 19th. They will recognize some of the major contributions to 
passing of legislation. Dr. Beitsch recognized Cal Hobson for his role in passage of the legislation. 
 
Under item #5, Sally Carter explained the process of developing the draft by-laws provided to the 
Advisory Committee members in a handout. Article V was of particular interest as it pertained to 
attendance. The Advisory Committee members were asked to review the draft by-laws and return to 
the September 23rd meeting prepared to provide suggestions for revisions or recommendations, and to 
be prepared to vote on their acceptance. Also provided was a handout the showed Advisory Committee 
member attendance, which will be provided at every meeting. Bob Miner mentioned that Article II, 
item #4 needed further clarification regarding the word “Fund”, and Tracey Strader asked if the law 
specified if a quorum meant a simple majority. Sally reassured the Advisory Committee that they 
would continue to make changes as needed. She also mentioned obtaining a telephone inquiry to find 
out who would attend the meetings to ensure a quorum in the future. Tommy Marvel asked about 
Article XII and suggested the language be changed to allow a simple majority of the members present 
at the meeting to amend the by-laws. Sally asked the Advisory Committee members to e-mail any 
suggestions for changes. The matter was tabled until September 23, 2003. 
 
At this time, the team leaders of each of the Advisory Committee Teams were asked to provide a 
report on their respective teams. 

• Prevention  - Doug Matheny mentioned the Prevention Team did not have a formal chair. 
The team hasn’t met since their initial meeting on March 11, 2003, but have plans to meet 
in July. The team will invite others to join, possibly from APRC, SWAT and community 
contractors. The team plans to look at the strategies in The Oklahoma State Plan for 
Tobacco Use Prevention & Cessation. 

• Cessation – Dr. Sheila Simpson reported that the Cessation Team plans to seek consultation 
with a local physician to see what works in other states. They also plan to check with 
hospitals and various groups to see what services are offered. They are looking at the Help 
Line to see how to integrate all this information. Sally Carter mentioned that Abby 
Rosenthal from the CDC for consultation would meet with them on August 27th to help do 
some work planning around cessation. Dr. Beitsch mentioned it would be nice to have Ms. 
Rosenthal participate in the Public Health Grand Rounds while she was here. 

 
Dr. Beitsch asked Sarah Jane Carlson to provide a report on Smoke-Free Families project, which also 
deals with prenatal smoking. Ms. Carlson provided some background on the program. She works for 
the Oklahoma State Medical Association and they were awarded a grant through the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and their Smoke-Free Families National Dissemination Office, and are focused on 
the best practice guidelines implementing that into prenatal practice settings, both public and private. 
They are trying to study how to get the physicians to actually do it. They have contracted with the 
Department of Family Medicine with the university. They are using a PEA, Practice Enhancement 
Assistance. They will be going into the practices and developing a relationship with the staff and the 



physicians and tailoring with the practice to how to use the five A’s. They will be given the assistance 
of a PDA, a Personal Digital Assistant, to track their patients. Smoke-Free Families is definitely in 
their planning stage. Ms. Carlson started on April 1, 2003, and they will be starting with 4 practices on 
August 1st as pilots to see what works. They will have one Native American clinic participate in the 
pilot program. They plan to have some focus groups with Native American women to see what specific 
materials they are interested in seeing, since there are no Native American cessation materials that are 
specific to that community. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is interested in funding to develop 
by the end of their project. There are similar projects in Maine and Oregon. 
 
Returning to item #6 on the agenda, the remaining teams were asked to report. 

• 
• 

• 

Protection – No report was provided. 
Communications – Debbie Shandy mentioned a meeting scheduled for the second week of 
July. They are researching other state plans. The team is seeking additional representation. 
Debbie provided a viewing of several commercials that will be shown in Tulsa. Doug 
Matheny mentioned the commercials were funded with state money through the Tulsa 
contract, and with Legacy money, and are ethnic-specific. Tulsa City-County Health 
Department received a grant to produce the African-American commercials. The Native 
American commercials used elders from the communities in the areas where they would be 
aired. 
Evaluation – Dr. Joyce Morris was attending a conference so was unable to provide a 
report. 

 
Dr. Beitsch moved to item #8 on the agenda. Ms. Carlson had provided a report on Smoke-Free 
Families previously. Ms. Carlson discussed some of the information that would be provided to the 
physicians. Dr. Beitsch mentioned this was an important project because of the high incidence of 
tobacco use in Oklahoma. Sally Carter mentioned that there has been some collaboration with the Title 
Five partners at OSDH, and they have added a Title Five performance measure. She is working with 
Dick Lorenz on the state questions on PRAMS, which are up for review and consideration. Kathy 
Melvin, who is with the Dissemination Office, and formerly of the CDC, to suggest new state 
questions for Oklahoma to consider. Dr. Laura Beebe is working with Tobacco Use Prevention, in 
conjunction with Dick Lorenz, to analyze the date on smoking, which has not been done since 1997. 
Smoke-Free Families did panel at the National Conference on Tobacco or Health and it was accepted, 
so they will be speaking there. 
 
Tracey Strader provided the Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust Fund report.  She mentioned that 
HB1457 passed, which ensures there will always be money for the state programs they will be funding. 
The legislation also defines what is an administrative expense, and what is a program expense. It also 
allows them to spend reserves on program and administrative expenses, rather than just administrative.  
Group Health Cooperative, out of the state of Washington, is the contractor chosen to provide Help 
Line services. They are the 6th largest provider in the nation, have the highest accreditation from 
NCQA, and they made tobacco prevention their top priority in 1992. The protocol they use has been 
empirically validated. The projected date of service is August 1st, but is dependent on how soon 
materials can be printed. They also provide service in six other states: Georgia, Minnesota, Utah, 
Wisconsin, Oregon, and Washington. Although quit lines haven’t been particularly effective with 
teens, California has teen materials that are very edgy. Group health uses these materials for teens that 
call in to the Help Line. Group Health also has a set of protocols in place for pregnant women, and spit 
tobacco use, and is sending other special population materials. The prenatal cessation may consist of 8 
follow-up phone calls that follow into the postpartum period Group Health is also the vendor for the 



Medicare Stop Smoking program. There is a contract with the State Health Department. Because 
Oklahoma has a limited administrative budget, it would not be cost effective to fund training of a staff 
to coordinate this program. The State Health Department already has trained staff. $200,000 is being 
provided to promote the Help Line this year. The State Health Department has contract the services of 
Brothers & Company out of Tulsa to handle the media, and a contract with the OU College of Public 
Health is in place to evaluate the effectiveness of the program. Dr. Laura Beebe is the evaluator for the 
Help Line project, and she is sub-contracting with Dr. Josh Weiner and Dr. Frank Collins from OSU to 
provide consultation. Dr. Josh Weiner has an expertise in media evaluation and Dr. Frank Collins has 
an expertise in cessation, especially in spit tobacco use and motivational interviewing. The CDC 
recommended to the Trust that they select someone at a university who has a history in tobacco control 
and has the capacity to grow as the funding and programs grow. Tracey Strader has put an RFP out for 
a consultant to help them get through their operational planning phase, and they are currently rebidding 
it. There will be a short turnaround on this. They hope to have someone in place by July. The Tobacco 
Settlement Endowment Trust Fund is also seeking recommendations from the Advisory Committee for 
funding uses. Because the Trust Fund Board is looking at a 5-year planning cycle, they would like to 
hear recommendations in the 2-5 million dollar mark. Sally Carter recommended forming a sub-
committee for this task. She said the Help Line would only reach about 1% of smokers ready to quit, 
about 6,000 smokers. There is need in future years for the capacity the Help Line will reach. Reality 
campaign, community groups, and other programs are options. She feels a special meeting may need to 
be called in August to consider this task. Dr. Beitsch mentioned the lack of a quorum to pass action, 
but asked for volunteers. Doug mentioned the goal was to have two members from each of the five 
teams volunteer to ensure the sub-committee is broad-based. Dr. Beitsch said there was a need to make 
sure the proposals adhered to the State Plan. Advisory Committee members not in attendance will be e-
mailed regarding this matter. Dr. Beitsch asked Tracey to provide a summary of HB1457. Tracey said 
the strategic plan puts a lot of emphasis on collaboration, leveraging funds, partnerships. The Trust 
Fund Board is very strongly committed to working together for community solutions. Barbara 
Patterson asked if media contract would be ready to begin on August 1st for the Help Line. She was 
assured the vendor would be on board, and that the Help Line would be available statewide. Sally 
Carter mentioned that she and Linda Eakers talked with the Primary Care Association regarding 
uninsured clients. The Federally Qualified Health Centers provide Zyban, which on the 340B discount 
drug program for the uninsured, and they are exploring what other nicotine replacement therapies that 
may be available through the 11 Federally Qualified Health Centers to try to target and help the 
uninsured health populations.  Tracey said Medicaid already covers the prescription pharmica 
therapies. The Help Line will not provide the medications, but will help people who have access to the 
medications to be much more successful, and to cut through some of the red tape. 
 
Under item #10, Doug Matheny stated that many states are struggling with tobacco control funding 
with their legislatures. Some states, like Florida and Colorado, have had their budgets cut drastically. 
Florida was cut from $39 million to $1 million. Colorado was cut from $15 million to $1 million. 
Minnesota, Massachusetts, Wisconsin, and Oregon have also been hit. Oregon’s Quit Line is currently 
only serving the insured population. The Tobacco Use Prevention’s SWAT program has been asked to 
present at two national conferences in Washington and Florida. Oklahoma is used as an example of 
how to fund a program like SWAT on a limited budget. They have also been asked to present on the 
24/7 policy. Doug said the state of Oklahoma is fortunate to have a constitutionally protected Trust 
Fund. 
 
Under #9 on the agenda, Doug Matheny mentioned the value of the Daily Doc subscription service 
(http://smokefree.net/doc-alert) through the American Lung Association in Colorado. Anne Landman 
e-mails a document a day through this service. He also provided a handout labeled “15. Youth 

http://smokefree.net/doc-alert


Smoking” that is part of a document that was put together by the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids a 
couple of years ago. Doug discussed various quotes in the document. He also provided a handout with 
additional documents from Philip Morris that is specific to Oklahoma concerning HB1009, which 
formed the Advisory Committee. The documents show a history of the attempt by Philip Morris to 
force their language into the legislation, including an attempt to place tobacco control with the 
Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, and to put more emphasis on youth 
prevention rather than cessation. 
 
The floor was opened to public comments. Linda Wright Eakers mentioned that in addition to the 
SWAT abstracts being accepted by the National Tobacco and Health Conference, there has also been 
an abstract submitted to APHA as well the National Tobacco and Health Conference for the employee 
cessation program. The one to APHA was accepted. Doug Matheny mentioned the cigarette 
consumption figures for 2002 were recently received from the Oklahoma Tax Commission. The report 
indicated that Oklahoma cigarette consumption in 2002 was 102 packs per person per year, having 
dropped significantly from 108 packs per person per year in 2001. The national consumption rate also 
dropped, from 82 packs per person per year in 2002 to 80 packs per person per year in 2001. 
California's consumption rate, still the lowest in the nation, dropped from 38 packs per person per year 
in 2001 to 36 packs per person per year in 2002. Brenda Peters thanked everyone for their support of 
the NATCO Conference. The Advisory Committee members and guests were invited to go to lunch at 
Zio’s Italian Kitchen to celebrate the passage of SJR21. The Board of Health meeting is scheduled for 
June 19th. The next Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for September 23rd, 2003. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 


