
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes 
August 3, 2004 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th, Room 806 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
Members Present: Sherry Bynum, Marshall Cheney, Dr. Mike Crutcher, Deonte Douglas, Gayle 
Jones (designee for Sandy Garrett), Dr. Mike Morgan, Dr. Sheila Simpson, and Dr. Gary Watson 
 
Members Absent: Keith Burt, Dr. Terry Cline, Dr. Dianne Gasbarra, Dr. Robin Gurwitch, Sallie 
McLaughlin, Jackie Myles, Dr. Francene Weatherby, and Danny Wesley. 
 
Visitors: Lu McCraw (Cherokee Nation), June Maher (Cherokee Nation), Tammy Randazzo 
(Pittsburg County Health Department), Daniel Bintz (American Optometric Association), Susan 
Vineyard (Preventionworkz), Tracey Strader (Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund), and Wiley Hugos 
(Oklahoma City County Health Department), Ernestine Jennings (Smoke Free Beginnings) and Sandy 
Foster (Comanche County Health Department & Oklahoma PTA).  
 
OSDH Staff Present: Sally Carter, Pamela Charboneau, Linda Wright Eakers, Janet Love, Doug 
Matheny, Bob Miner, Kevin Pipes, Debbie Shandy, and Dave Wattenbarger. 
 
Dr. Crutcher, Chair, called the meeting of the Advisory Committee to order.  He welcomed everyone 
and asked for introductions.  
 
Because there was not a quorum to approve the meeting minutes, the discussion moved to item #4, 
regarding the first draft of the Strategic Plan.  The updated drafts for each of the three components 
were distributed to all those present.  A draft of the fourth component of the Strategic Plan, 
“Identifying and Addressing Tobacco-Related Disparities,” is being developed by the Disparities 
Workgroup. 
 
Policy Update – Kevin Pipes provided the update.  He reminded the committee that the OSDH 
employees were prohibited from telling people how to vote at the polls in November.  He noted that an 
organization called “Citizens for Healthy Oklahoma, ” chaired by Joy Leuthard, could advocate for the 
measure.  There was a question on who writes the questions on the ballots.  Kevin Pipes stated the 
Attorney General authorizes the ballot and provides a ballot title.  State Question 713 is one of nine 
state questions on the November ballot.  The revenue from the tobacco tax is designated for health-
related programs.  Limited funds in the measure are designated for “tobacco cessation.” Mr. Pipes also 
discussed the landmark youth access legislation approved by the Legislature in May. 
 
Item #5 requested formal creation of an Advisory Committee Team to identify and address tobacco-
related disparities.  Dr. Joyce Morris provided some history on the Disparity Workgroup.  She reported 
that the Workgroup had been meeting one full day per month for each of the past five months and is 
now focused on developing a draft of this component of the strategic plan.  Initially, identifying 



disparities was to be a part of the Evaluation Team responsibilities, but this component was too much 
for the Evaluation Team to handle given their other tasks.  The Disparities Workgroup was 
subsequently formed and would welcome formal recognition as an Advisory Committee Team.  
 
Reports from Advisory Committee Teams: 

• Prevention Team – Doug Matheny provided the report.  He stated the team was focusing on 
refining the Prevention component of the draft strategic plan.  During the May and June 
strategic planning sessions, Cheryl Hunt served as facilitator.  This is the same facilitator, 
funded by the national Training and Technical Assistance Consortium (TTAC) that has 
been working with Disparities Workgroup.  

• Cessation Team – Linda Eakers met with Cheryl Leon from Chronic Disease today.  The 
Helpline collateral materials are being translated into Spanish.  Also, the Office of 
Communications has entered the Helpline materials into a national competition.  There is 
currently a cessation program for the inmates and staff with the Department of Corrections.  
The team had also suggested some changes to the Cessation component of the draft 
strategic plan. 

• Protection Team – Bob Miner says the Protection Team had recently received input from 
several agencies and organizations regarding the Protection component of the strategic plan.  

 
Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust (TSET) Update.  Tracey Strader distributed invitations to the 
second annual joint meeting of the Board of Directors and the Board of Investors on August 13, 2004.  
A press conference will be conducted at 1:30 p.m. to announce the Board of Investors' certification of 
earnings and the Board of Directors approval of the program budget for the year.  The Board of 
Investors met on July 26th and certified earnings of $3.4 million.  The Board of Directors will be 
considering a $4.3 million programs budget for FY 2005, consisting of newly certified earnings and 
carryover.  Tracey also announced that the agency is seeking a Director of Grants and Programs, and 
the job announcement is posted on the agency website. 
 
Smoke Free Beginnings – Ernestine Jennings provided a short summary of the program.  They will 
present the Helpline materials at their next Board of Directors meeting on August 25th.  They are 
currently working on the Native American part of their project.  They have met with eight individuals 
of the Muscogee Creek Nation, but the group feels the information does not apply to what they want to 
know.  Otherwise, the program is doing well. 
 
Tobacco Use Prevention Service Update.  Doug Matheny stated that there are general preparations 
being made for the annual contractor orientation on November 4th.  He also announced that there are 
four new positions being filled within the Service: Strategic Planner, Training Coordinator, 
Community Program Consultant, and an Administrative Programs Officer.  In addition, three current 
staff members will be assigned to serve as project officers for the 20 new TSET “grantees.” Funding 
for Tulsa County will continue, but the level of funding will decrease as the three-year demonstration 
project has been completed.  The four other county-based programs (Oklahoma County, Garfield 
County, Pittsburg County, and Comanche County) with federal funding will end on November 1.   
Coalitions in these counties are expected to apply for ongoing funding through TSET.  He also 
announced that the 2004 Adult Tobacco Survey (ATS) was underway.  A total of 3,000 surveys had 
been administered.  The ATS data will be tabulated by CDC. 
 
Tobacco Industry Documents.  A 1985 internal tobacco industry (R.J. Reynolds) document was 
discussed that urged retailers to put shoplifting of cigarettes in perspective.  It stated that retailers 



receive more money from RJR due to product placement fees than they lose from theft (“Pilferage in 
Perspective”).  
 
New Business.  Dr. Joyce Morris discussed ongoing coordination between the Department of Health, 
the Department of Education, and the Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
regarding administration of school-based surveys.  
 
Dr. Crutcher announced the Blue Cross/Blue Shield “Champions of Health” awards program.  There 
are awards in nine categories.  The deadline for nominations is September 3rd.  
 
After further discussion, the meeting was adjourned.  


