
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes 
August 19, 2003 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th, Room 806 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
Members Present: Richard Barnes, Dr. Leslie Beitsch, Marta Patton (designee for Keith Burt), Sherry 
Bynum, Larry Didier (designee for Dr. Terry Cline), Robin Gurwitch, Nancy Kabriel (designee for 
Sandy Garrett), Jackie Myles, Dr. Mike Morgan, Dr. Sheila Simpson, Dr. Gary Watson, and Koorosh 
Zahrai (arrived as meeting adjourned). 
 
Members Absent: Dr. Matthew Britt, Dr. Frank Collins, Lacey Masterson, Sallie McLaughlin, Mike 
Thornbrugh, and Dr. Francene Weatherby. 
 
Visitors: Amber Jaworsky (Tulsa City County Health Department), Vicki L. Lentz (Tulsa City County 
Health Department), Marshall Cheney (Oklahoma City County Health Department), and Wiley Hugos 
(Oklahoma City County Health Department). 
 
OSDH Staff Present: Sally Carter, Pamela Charboneau, Linda Wright Eakers, Janet Love, Doug 
Matheny, Bob Miner, Debbie Shandy, and Dave Wattenbarger. 
 
Dr. Beitsch called the special meeting of the Advisory Committee to order at 10:12 a.m. He welcomed 
everyone and asked for introductions. He also discussed the NACCHO Program & Funding Guidelines 
booklet, the Tobacco & Education Program: Request for Applications handout, and the mailer 
documents that were sent to Oklahoma businesses recently. 
 
Moving on to item #2 on the agenda, Dr. Beitsch began a discussion of FY 2003-2004 funding 
recommendations to the Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust (TSET) regarding potential 
new or expanded tobacco use prevention and cessation grant programs. Dr. Beitsch mentioned the 
statute that created TSET addressed several important issues. They will soon be tasked with creating a 
long-term plan and are asking for recommendations. Dr. Beitsch asked Doug Matheny to guide the 
Advisory Committee members through the draft of the recommendations. Mr. Matheny mentioned the 
Cessation Team and the Prevention Team had met to discuss recommendations on numerous 
occasions.  
 
The Trust has scheduled a meeting on Tuesday, August 26, 2003, at which time they will discover how 
much money will be allotted for programs. They may or may not make a decision at that time on how 
to use the money. TSET’s program committee met on August 18th and is aware of the 
recommendations drafted for this meeting. They would like more details.  
 
Dr. Beitsch asked the Advisory Committee members to review the draft recommendation handout for 
discussion. Dr. Beitsch then asked Doug Matheny to discuss how the recommendations fit into the 
Four Cornerstones approach. Mr. Matheny mentioned the approach is based on the Best Practices 



guideline. The recommendations are not separated into the Four Cornerstones, but they can be broken 
down into one or more of the cornerstones (Community, Counter-marketing, Classroom, and 
Cessation). Dr. Beitsch asked for comments. Group discussion ensued with several members, guests 
and staff making comments and recommendations. 
 
Dr. Morgan made a motion to adopt the recommendations as drafted, with additional suggestions 
made, as the 2003-2004 recommendations to the Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust for 
their consideration and possible funding. Richard Barnes seconded the motion. Dr. Beitsch asked if 
this motion would include more detail to go along with the framework of the drafted recommendations, 
and Dr. Morgan agreed to the inclusion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Beitsch introduced Dr. Mike Crutcher as the new Assistant Commissioner of Health. He is also the 
state epidemiologist. 
 
Doug Matheny discussed the replacement of several Advisory Committee members, including the 
representatives of the OSMA and the retailer. OSMA has submitted three names to the Governor for 
consideration. Two names have been submitted for the retailer. One of the two retailers was submitted 
by NATCO, and he is willing to serve. Lynne Kennedy of the American Cancer Society resigned. 
Misti Rice has submitted some names for consideration. Sue Ellis, who represented the Oklahoma 
Public Health Association, also resigned after taking a position with the American Cancer Society. 
Several Advisory Committee members terms will expire on September 1, 2003, including Richard 
Barnes, Sherry Bynum, Sallie McLaughlin, Frank Collins, Lacey Masterson, and Matthew Britt. 
Governor Henry’s policy is that if the committee member would like to continue to serve, they are 
supportive of that. They are implementing a procedure in which an appointment application be 
completed for consideration. Eight members total are due to expire. Sally Carter will provide the 
application by e-mail to the members due to expire. They are also asked to attach a resume to the 
application.  
 
Dr. Beitsch entertained a motion to adjourn after no public comments were provided. Dr. Sheila 
Simpson made the motion and Sherry Bynum seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. 


