
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes 
September 25, 2007, 3:00 p.m.  
Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) 
Room 307 
1000 North East 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73117 
 
Members Present:  
Keith Burt, Oklahoma ABLE Commission; Marshall Cheney, Oklahoma Public Health 
Association; Julie Cox-Kain, Designee for Dr. Mike Crutcher, Oklahoma State Department 
of Health; Gail Foresee, Behavioral Health and Youth Programs; Gayle Jones, Designee 
for Sandy Garrett, Oklahoma State Department of Education; Stephen Glenn, Oklahoma 
Dental Association; Katherine Little, Oklahoma State Medical Association; Sarah Maple, 
Oklahoma Substance Abuse Services Alliance; Dr. Sheila Simpson, Oklahoma 
Osteopathic Association; Dr. Janet Spradlin, American Heart Association; Kylie Stowers, 
Youth Representative; Dr. Francene Weatherby, Oklahoma Nurses Association; Casey 
Worthen, Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy.  
 
Visitors: 
Jerry Speck , Pushmataha County Health Department; Terry Stowers, father of Kylie 
Stowers; Marta Patton, ABLE Commission; Tracey Strader, Tobacco Settlement 
Endowment Trust (TSET); Heather Messer, American Lung Association; Marshan Marica, 
American Lung Association; Valerie Robinson, Oklahoma City University; Wes Glinsmann, 
American Heart Association 
 
Tobacco Use Prevention Service Staff: 
Doug Matheny, Chief; Bob Miner, Clean Indoor Air Coordinator;. Linda Robertson, 
Administrative Programs Officer; Latricia Morgan and Carolyn Harris, Local Program 
Consultants; Linda Wright Eakers, Cessation Systems Coordinator 
 
Dr. Simpson, co-chair, called the meeting to order. Introduction of Advisory Committee 
members, guests and staff were made. The meeting minutes for April 24, 2007 were 
presented for approval. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as 
drafted. The motion was approved unanimously.  
 
Advisory Committee member reappointments were discussed. For those whose term 
expired in September 2007, applications for reappointment were made available. It was 
noted that the American Cancer Society had recently submitted several nominees to the 
Governor’s office for consideration in filling the position vacated by Sarah Houk.  
 



Several presentations were then offered on the topic of “Tobacco-Free Properties at 
Schools/Hospitals/Universities/Businesses” The first speaker on this topic was Jerry 
Speck, Coordinator of the Communities of Excellence Program at Pushmataha County 
Health Department. Project S.P.I. T. (Stop, Prevent, and Intervene with Tobacco Use). 
He noted that Choctaw County is the first county with all school districts becoming 100% 
tobacco-free.  
 
Valerie Robinson of Oklahoma City University then discussed their recent announcement 
of the adoption of a 100% tobacco-free campus policy effective May 11. The policy 
includes fraternity houses, sororities and all other student housing. Cessation classes will 
be made available. The initiative was driven by student input and a growing concern about 
secondhand smoke.  
 
In further discussion of the topic, materials related to the Oklahoma Certified Healthy 
Business Program were distributed. It was noted that this year’s certification application 
stated that “to help promote and encourage a tobacco-free lifestyle, all 
companies/workplaces seeking to achieve the highest level of certification (Excellence) 
must have in effect a 100% tobacco-free workplace policy that applies to the entire 
property under their control, both indoors and outdoors.” Also distributed was a listing of 
Oklahoma hospitals with 100% tobacco-free policies. 
 
Wes Glinsmann then gave an update on current legislative issues. On the federal level, 
FDA regulation of tobacco is still under discussion. Also, an increase in the tobacco tax is 
being considered to fund an expansion of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP). At the state level, tobacco-related issues during the 2008 Legislative Session 
may include efforts to repeal preemption, remove the language allowing smoking rooms in 
restaurants, and remove the current exemption for smoking in stand-alone bars. Also, 
efforts may be made to prohibit tobacco companies from distributing free tobacco product 
samples and scanning driver’s licenses to obtain information for mailing additional 
promotional items and coupons.  
 
A presentation on “Progress Towards Accomplishing Objectives of State Plan” was then 
offered. The latest data in each of the three major goal areas of the State Plan (Prevention, 
Cessation, and Protection) and related program updates were provided.  
 
It was noted the current State Plan objectives only address the time period ending in 2010. 
In order to be updated prior to 2010, a specific approval process mandated by state law 
will need to begin no later than December 1, 2008. If proposed changes to the State Plan 
were ready to be considered by the Advisory Committee by that date, they could be 
forwarded to the Governor, the Attorney General and Legislative leaders for their input 
which would be due back to Advisory Committee by March 1, 2009. All final changes to the 
Plan would need to be adopted by May 1, 2009. It was noted that the proposed changes to 
the State Plan would originate with the Action Teams and would be brought before the 
Advisory Committee for formal action.   
 
Also presented was summary information from a “State Program Review & Technical 
Assistance Panel” held August 21-22, 2007 in Oklahoma City. Several national experts in 
tobacco control, including Dr. Steven Schroeder, Dr. Scott Leischow, and Dr. Terry 



Pechacek were included o the panel. Tobacco control program staff from OSDH, TSET 
and the OU College of Public Health were in attendance. The panel felt that Oklahoma 
was right track in many areas, and that it was time to develop a new state plan which 
would build on the successes of the current state plan. The panelists offered feedback on 
program, policy, funding priorities/benchmarks, surveillance and evaluation, and planning 
and implementation.  
 
Specific recommendations included the following: increase program funding to fully 
"immunize" entire population & achieve full "dose/response" effect; expand counter-
marketing and cessation systems efforts – including efforts targeting certain specific 
populations; address disparities in prevention, cessation, and policy, particularly among 
tribal communities, mental health and substance abuse, pregnant and post-partum 
women, and low socioeconomic status populations; continue to promote state/local policy 
change and encourage local coalitions to be more involved in state coalition efforts; 
expand population-based surveillance systems to obtain local-level and disparate 
population data; and bring local/state/national partners together to accomplish a 
comprehensive, integrated, and revitalized state plan/strategic plan which incorporates all 
available resources, opportunities, cultures and infrastructure. Several panelists 
emphasized that Oklahoma’s media efforts should focus on the secondhand smoke issue 
and that state preemption of local ordinances should be repealed.  
 
Dr. Simpson offered a report from the Cessation Action Team meeting held earlier that 
day. Long-term and short-term objectives were discussed. Currently, the Team’s main 
focus is to advance efforts among health care professionals and within medical schools.  
 
Latricia Morgan reported that the Disparity Team had convened several times since the 
last Advisory Committee meeting. They have been working on updating their Strategic 
Plan. Their next meeting is scheduled for November 2, 2007, at 1 pm at OSDH.   
 
Dr. Joyce Morris stated that the Evaluation Team will continue to review the logic models 
and strategic plans for each goal area.  
 
The Protection Team then presented for Advisory Committee consideration several 
updates to the Protection component of the Strategic Plan (Goal II: Eliminate nonsmokers’ 
exposure to secondhand smoke”). After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to 
approve the updates as drafted. The motion was approved unanimously.  
 
The Protection Team also presented a draft document entitled “Resolution Urging 
Protection from Second Smoke.” The resolution included several related findings, and 
stated that the Advisory Committee “respectfully recommends legislation to repeal 
exemptions in Oklahoma statutes that permit smoking rooms or open smoking in some 
public places and workplaces outside of private residences to better protect workers and 
the public from secondhand smoke and the adverse health effects of smoking rooms…” 
The resolution also recommended the “repeal of pre-emptive clauses that restrict, 
prohibit or interfere with the desire of any local government in this state to adopt 
ordinances to further prevent exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke or to further prevent 
youth access to tobacco, restoring the right of local communities to act in these areas…” 
and “…respectfully recommends to the Native American tribes in Oklahoma that they 



establish their own policies, with provisions similar to those recommended by this Advisory 
Committee for state laws, to effectively protect workers and visitors in all of their indoor 
facilities from exposure to secondhand smoke.” 
 
After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the resolution as drafted. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Tracey Strader then presented an update on TSET activity, including increases in funding 
for the Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline and for implementation and evaluation of public 
education media campaigns. She noted that although reducing tobacco use will continue 
to be their top priority, the Board has determined that they will also begin to look into best 
practices to improve nutrition and fitness among Oklahomans. TSET plans to engage key 
stakeholders and develop a plan for their involvement in this area. TSET is also interested 
in addressing emerging opportunities that promote health in Oklahoma, primarily through 
tobacco control, or nutrition and fitness.  
 
Copies of the latest TSET Annual Report were distributed. Ms. Strader announced that the 
State Attorney General had recently issued a formal opinion that any legislation which 
directs expenditures from the TSET fund for specific programs or purposes or which 
directs the TSET Board of Directors to make expenditures from the Trust Fund for specific 
programs or purposes would be inconsistent with the Oklahoma Constitution. The formal 
opinion also clarified that only the TSET Board of Directors is responsible for directing the 
expenditures from the TSET fund. 
 
The OSDH Tobacco Use Prevention Service training schedule for 2007-2008 was then 
reviewed. Three events were highlighted: the grantees “Annual Meeting” scheduled for 
October 16-17, 2007 at the Oklahoma City Marriott, the National Conference on Tobacco 
or Health scheduled for October 24-26, 2007 in Minneapolis, and the National Summit on 
Smokeless and Spit Tobacco scheduled for March 4-6, 2008 in Oklahoma City. Members 
were invited to consider attending these key meetings and conferences. 
 
Meeting dates for 2008 were then considered. After discussion, there was general 
consensus to schedule the meetings for January 22, April 22, September 23 and 
November 18.  
 
Under New Business & Announcements, Wes Glinsmann reported that the annual meeting 
of the Oklahoma Hospital Association would be held on November 1. Gayle Jones 
announced the State Department of Education Safe and Drug Free Schools conference is 
scheduled for October 29, 2007, at the Clarion Meridian Conference Center. The 
conference offers a variety of workshops and titles and will highlight school districts with 
“24/7” tobacco-free policies.  
 
The meeting was adjourned.  
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