December 17, 2008

Meeting set Thursday on Crystal Darkness Project WOOD v N“AERVQ S

Crystal Darkness is coming.
Don't know what the Crystal Darkness Project is?

This Thursday the Woodward Area Coalition is offering an opportunity to not only learn more about what the project is, but also
how you can get involved.

The coalition is sponsoring a special luncheon where the public can gather to discuss the upcoming project, which uses a special
30 minute documentary and block programming to target issues surrounding methamphetamine use, said Amber Ham, director
of the Area Prevention Resource Center.

The documentary, which includes interviews with users, recovering addicts, and families affected by the drug among others, will
be aired on all public television stations on Jan. 13 at 6:30 p.m., Ham said. The documentary will also be aired twice on Tele-
mundo at 5 p.m. and 10 p.m., she said.

Representatives from area mental health and substance abuse programs have been invited to attend Thursday's meeting as well as
representatives from agencies such as the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics to help provide information about how methampheta-
mine is specifically affecting the Woodward area, Ham said.

"We're hoping to have a panel to field questions and generate discussion," she said.

The luncheon is also being held to address "what we're going to do as a community to promote this (the Crystal Darkness pro-
ject)," Ham said.

"In theory the idea behind Crystal Darkness is that its supposed to be a grass roots community mobilization effort," she said, not-
ing that each community is encouraged to generate their own solutions to their problems.

"To make this a true grassroots effort, to make this really work we're going to need the support of community stakeholders,"
Ham said. "It can't just be a little group of people getting together to talk about it. We need people that can come and make things
happen."

The effectiveness of the entire program depends on community support and involvement, she said.

"Without the having the public support, I don't think there will be much beyond the initial showing," she said. "People will watch
the documentary, it will have a powerful effect on them. But if the community doesn't get behind it to decide what to do after-
ward, it will stop there."

"This is a call to action, if you will, for the community to step up and take an active role in the structure of our community," Ham
said.

Thursday's meeting will be held at noon in Room 201C at the High Plains Technology Center. Those wishing to attend are asked
to contact Ham by phone at (580) 571-3240 or by e-mail at aham@odmhsas.org because a head count is needed since lunch will
be provided.

For additional information about the Crystal Darkness Project visit the project's website at www.crystaldarkness.com. There
should be a special webpage listing information on Oklahoma's statewide initiative, Ham said.
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