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County receives $75,000 as part of tobacco settlement

Grady County's
News Source
CHICKASHA — Interagency and Community Coalition f8rady County has received $75,000.00 as a painecDkla-

homa Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust’'s Comnasdf Excellence in Tobacco Control program. Irgerey
works with Norman Regional Health System to ageisacco prevention efforts in Grady County.
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“Tobacco is harmful and destructive to our families-workers and children. Interagency coalitiomibers are excited to
build upon the in-roads made in tobacco preveritidarady County,” said Barbara Higgins, Coalitidraz. “We are
looking forward to making our schools, towns anijhborhoods safer, cleaner, tobacco free envirotsrfen our chil-
dren and families.”

At its September meeting, the TSET Board of Directenewed more than $4.8 million in Communitie€r€ellence in
Tobacco Control program grants to 24 coalitionsiagr38 counties and one tribal nation.

In addition, the TSET Board approved new grantetocommunity coalitions serving 13 counties, totamore than
$745,000 in the next grant year. With the combigiethts, Community of Excellence grantees will sepproximately 85
percent of the state’s population.

“The local community efforts across Oklahoma argit@ng to have a profound impact on the devagjaifects of com-
mercial tobacco use,” said Tracey Strader, exeewtirector of TSET.

“The legacy of tobacco will not be defined by itsgle economic toll on our state, but rather by tbekvbeing done by
concerned individuals and coalitions that realimitnportance of healthy lives and healthy envirents in which we all
work and play.”

Interagency and Community Coalition for Grady Cguiata Communities of Excellence in Tobacco Congraintee of
the Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment TrusirgpGrady County and promoting smokefree enviromisieto-
bacco cessation and tobacco prevention. For méyemation about the coalition contact Alyson Kopski at 405-625-
1713.

TSET, a constitutional endowment trust committethrtproving the health of the Oklahomans, was crkbtean over-
whelming majority vote of the people in 2000.

The foresight of Oklahoma voters is beginning tkena substantial impact through community gramtgombination
with the other research and programs funded by T8t€luding the Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline (1-800{RQMIOW).

Funding from TSET will be available to create belitees through better health for generations tmeo



