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In for a long fight 

Meth battle far from over 

John Walker 
The Duncan Banner 

DUNCAN — The initial Crystal Darkness campaign may be long gone and over with, but that does not mean the initiative 
has died. 
 
Far from being over, crystal darkness’s fight against methamphetamine (meth) use by adults and especially by youth in 
Stephens County has just begun. 
 
The purpose of that initial crystal darkness push back in January was to prepare the county for the long-term battle against 
meth abuse. 
 
Stephens County Crystal Darkness Director Dave Narducci spent part of last week learning more about prevention and the 
fight itself at a community forum in Pontotoc County. 
 
“In my mind, we have to continue, enhance and improve the 3D Youth Coalition,” Narducci said about the organization that 
provides leadership and service opportunities for local youth in Stephens County. “We have to focus on the youth since we 
get the best results from prevention.” 
 
That isn’t to say that Narducci will not work with current addicts who need treatment. Far from abandoning treatment and 
recovery from meth abuse, Narducci merely wants to emphasize the prevention part, as it is easier to prevent addiction than 
to stop once hooked, he said. 
 
In the next few weeks and months, Narducci will begin to implement the next three parts in the campaign. The first is pro-
viding more leadership classes for the youth coalition. Second is creating an adult coalition and third is implementing a 
county-wide framework involving most every organization and instition in order to prevent the problem from spreading. 
 
The reason Narducci is aiming to include the entire county in fighting the problem is because he feels that meth affects eve-
ryone indirectly and, in some ways, directly. 
 
“It hurts the economy, zoning and insurance rates,” Narducci gave as examples on areas meth can affect one’s life. “It’s all 
intermingled. The problem is here and we must all take part to stem the tide.” 
 
For a long time, law-enforcement was the main entity fighting against meth, Narducci said.  
 
“It’s only been recently that the general public have come up to speed on the problem,” he said. 
 
The next step in implementing this overarching plan will be to hold a community forum where only 25 people from around 
the county will be allowed to attend. 
 
They will receive training that has been proven to work in helping community members come up with their own action plans 
to fight meth abuse. 
 
It will be those 25 who actually define and determine the scope and length of the fight against meth in Stephens County. 
 
After the plan is complete, the 25 community leaders will return to their respective locations and work on implementing the 
plan. After a time period, they will return and evaluate their progress, Narducci said. 
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