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Chris Smith, left, of Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation, and 
John Herdt of Stephens County Youth Services answer questions 
Tuesday night at the auditorium at Duncan High School as part of 
the Crystal Darkness Campaign.  
John Walker / The Duncan Banner 

The common good 

Crystal Darkness documentary shines a light on meth problem 

John Walker 
The Duncan Banner 

More than 230 men, women and children showed up to the Duncan High School auditorium Tuesday night for a special watch 
party of the Crystal Darkness campaign. 
 
The campaign aims to reduce the use of methamphetamine, or “meth,” in Oklahoma by educating people on its dangerous ef-
fects. 
 
Dave Narducci, who has been organizing the campaign in the Duncan area, said he felt relieved that the event went over so well. 
 
“You have no idea what a relief this is,” Narducci said. “The point of the program was to reach the masses. The credit goes to 
the panelists, the school and everyone who helped.” 
 
After the 30-minute documentary was shown in the auditorium, Narducci invited four people to stand on the stage and answer 
any questions relating to meth. 
 
“We wanted this to be a venue where people could ask questions and get answers,” he said. 
 
Narducci said he originally planned for the question-and-answer period to last 30 minutes, but questions kept coming from the 
audience for over an hour. 
 
And, while members of the audience extended their thanks to those who participated, their greatest applause, which included a 
standing ovation, went to a man who stood up to share his story about meth. 
 
This man was introduced only as “Dennis.” He was released from prison less than 30 days prior to Tuesday after eight years be-
hind bars because of meth abuse. 
 
He said that he had been doing meth for many years and the only thing that saved him was religion and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
“God delivered me,” he said. “I should be dead many times over. Meth is a nightmare. I almost killed my mother.” 
 
Since being released, he said that for the first time in many years, he has felt what it is like to be free of narcotic side effects. 
 



“I’ve been walking through parks, looking at trees and it feels amazing not having a need for the drug,” he said. “I lost my per-
sonality the first time I tried meth. I’m just now getting it back after being clean for eight years. I still struggle at times with 
feeling happy.” 
 
After the event ended, students and adults mingled and discussed their reactions to the video and questions and answers. 
 
Don Beasley, who works to help people overcome meth, said that many times one cannot say anything to someone that will 
help him or her overcome meth. 
 
“They have to be pulled out of the situation and rescued,” Beasley said. “They can’t save themselves.” 
 
Beasley’s view on Tuesday’s evening was that it was good for those who may have not been exposed to the drug problem be-
fore. 
 
“It helps them understand how to fight the problem if they’ve never been around it before,” he said. 
 
Vicki Zimmerman, who went to the event as a concerned adult, said that after watching the show it’s mind boggling to think 
what people put into their bodies. 
 
“I’ve always been part of drug-free organizations,” she said. 
 
Anyone who would like more information about overcoming a meth problem can visit www.crystaldarknessoklahoma.org. 
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