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Rogers County Coalition, service agencies seek answers for families needing child care 

Joy Hampton 

July 19, 2009 — Parents who can’t find appropriate child care can feel trapped, held hostage by conflicting 
demands of love for their children, the need to earn a living, and their inability to find safe, reliable child care. 

In the case of children with special needs such as physical or mental disabilities or behavioral difficulties, the 
problem can be exacerbated. 

Many families may feel defeated by the lack of available caregivers willing to deal with their children. 

In an ongoing search for a solution, the Rogers County Coalition, Sooner SUCCESS, and the Child Care Re-
source Center conducted a survey of parents and caregivers in an attempt to uncover the needs, problems, and 
issues surrounding the availability of care for children with special needs. Funds for the survey were provided 
by Jump Start Tulsa. 

“The survey was conducted to identify the gaps in services for children with disabilities,” said Dee Ann 
Brown, Rogers County Coordinator for Sooner SUCCESS . “The results will be used to initiate discussion on 
how to provide childcare for those children.” 

Brown reported the survey’s findings to the Rogers County Coalition at the groups monthly meeting Thursday. 

Primary areas identified by caregivers and parents included a need for special training, support services for 
care providers and a place to take questions and concerns regarding special needs kids, and a need for in-
creased staffing. 

Currently, parents of children with special needs feel there is little or no trained care available. 

No certification is required for caregivers of kids with special needs. 

Worst of all, many day care centers say they are unwilling or unable to handle children with special needs. 

“The problem is that there is no child care available willing and able to take care of these kids,” said Brown. 
“The impact on the family is that parents cannot work if the children are not in care.” 

Surprisingly, children with mobility issues and physical disabilities are more welcome at many day care cen-
ters than children who are deaf, blind, or have issues that result in challenging behavior issues such as emo-
tional disturbances or autism. 

Brown reported that some parents taking the survey said their children had no special needs. 



This was surprising because only parents who had children in special education received the survey. 

Because the survey was anonymous, Brown said they could not relate those comments to specific disorders or 
identifications. 

Caregivers reported that often parents of children with special needs did not inform caregivers adequately 
about the needs of their children beforehand. 

In some cases, parents did not identify their children to caregivers as having special needs, perhaps in fear of 
being turned away. 

The survey is the first step in a process where it is hoped gaps and problems can be identified and tackled 
through communication between families, caregivers, and service agencies and through the coordination of 
resources. 

The Rogers County Coalition was formed by a group of divergent service agencies in public and private sec-
tors along with interested members of the general public in an effort to address the needs, concerns, and chal-
lenges of Rogers County families by combining forces on projects and sharing information. 

Sooner SUCCESS is one of many member organizations that participates in the Coalition. It operated as lead 
agency on this particular project. 

“Sooner SUCCESS serves families who have children with special needs. The organization has two primary 
focuses, service coordination and service capacity development,” said Brown. 

Sooner SUCCESS is funded through the University of Oklahoma Health Science Center. It operates in nine 
counties with plans to expand to more. 

The Rogers County Coalition has several committees which have identified and are addressing various needs 
within the community through the coordination of resources. It meets on the third Thursday of each month at 
the Claremore Public School Administration building. 
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