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Refrain from alcohol on prom night

Contributing Writer

Posted May 08, 2008 @ 02:32 PM Shawnee, OK —

To the Editor:

As many of your readers know, the Shawnee High School prom is Saturday night. This is a time for our young
people to dress up, rent tuxes, buy corsages, go to prom, ride around in limousines, and eat breakfast at 3 in the
morning. This is always a fun time of year with lots of great memories being made. As a group who cares about
the health and welfare of the youth of Shawnee, we ask no adult in our city be a party to underage drinking by
supplying alcohol to kids under 21 ever — and especially not on Prom Night.

The City of Shawnee passed a social host ordinance last August which fines a parent for supplying a place for
kids to drink alcohol whether the adult knows about the drinking or not. If kids under the age of 21 are drinking
any kind of alcohol, including 3.2 beer, in your house or on your property and police show up, you can be fined
$500 plus court costs and possibly spend time in jail.

Unfortunately, in our own town, there are parents who believe it keeps their adolescents “safe” to take away
their car keys and give them a place to drink. Our group has read reports on the number of pregnant teens at
Shawnee High School. We’ve read the scientific studies how alcohol actually affects the adolescent brain. We
hear what kids say about how drunk Shawnee kids get when they drink, and the crazy, dangerous things they
do. It occurs to us there is no “safe” way for underage kids to drink. Many adults say, “Well I did it when I was
a kid and I turned out okay.” Can we not, in Shawnee, raise a generation of kids that knows how to have fun
without alcohol? Whose brain functions are actually better than ours because they didn’t drink? Who don’t be-
come sexually active in high school? Don’t we owe it to our kids to make their lives better instead of giving
them permission to do the same foolish things we did when we were young? Many community leaders and re-
sponsible parents in Shawnee have signed a pledge not to serve alcohol to other people’s kids in their homes.
Will you join us? If so, call 275-3391 ext. 102 and find out how. Have a safe and sober prom!

Jan Tipton
Shawnee Asset Building Alliance
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