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Thwarting underage drinking

Posted May 04, 2009 @ 10:00 AM

SHAWNEE, Okla. —

Shawnee police have been responsive recently to a number of crimes in the community, and even have caught
some of the perpetrators in the act.

Several of these have caught our attention, but one in particular within the past week sticks out. A week ago,
around 1:04 a.m., police were called to a party where underage drinkers were suspected of being involved.

Some citizens will say this isn’t serious, that it always goes on. Others will blow it off as just something that
teenagers have been doing for years; they will always do it, why are officers bothering with it.

Yet, more citizens should be concerned, and throw their support behind police and their efforts to thwart this
kind of activity. Often the results are tragic. Young people could have been seriously injured, even killed, as the
result of their behavior and the so-called adults which were staging this party.

Police determined the other night that at least 81 people were inside this location at 5 E. Main. That doesn’t
count the number who fled in vehicles as officers began arriving.

Of the 81, 54 were under the age of 21. The other 27 were over 21. Fourteen of those police caught up with
were under the age of 18, according to the report.

Under the city’s social host ordinance, police issued citations to the two renters of that property hosting the
party. Although they were not arrested, the citations can carry hefty fines, and the Municipal Court judge should
show no leniency, levying the maximum allowed.

Possibly, in doing that, the judge and police will be making a statement that this kind of activity will not be al-
lowed, nor tolerated, especially as it relates to young people and those under the legal drinking age.

There won’t any further parties at that location on Main Street by those renters. The property owner has advised
us action has been taken and they have been asked to leave.

Shawnee Police Chief Russell Frantz already has indicated he and his officers are well aware of the graduation
and prom seasons. He’s stated officers will be on alert, and these kinds of situations will not be tolerated what-
soever.

We don’t know of too many tragedies which have occurred in this community in recent years due to this kind of
behavior. This may be due to the “no tolerance” attitude law enforcement agencies, prosecutors and local judges
have taken in the past.

Still, it takes only one incident resulting in critical injuries or death to spoil a graduation, prom or other types of
celebration.

Shawnee’s citizenry should be somewhat concerned. More than that, though, we hope they will join us in being
supportive of law enforcement efforts to curb further activity of this nature and keep our young, underage peo-
ple safe and from harm’s way.
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