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Police bust drinking party, issue social host citations

By Kim Morava, Kimberly.morava@news-star.com

Posted Apr 27, 2009 @ 10:57 PM SHAWNEE, Okla. —

Shawnee police broke up an alleged party involving underage drinkers about 1:04 a.m. Sunday morning at 5 E.
Main and issued two social host citations to the renters of that residence.

Officer George Stafford responded to that location on reports of possible underage drinking and arrived to find
30 to 40 cars in the back parking lot and about 15 to 20 people standing outside.

Upon his arrival, several people ran inside and locked the door, a police report shows, while others got into ve-
hicles and started leaving.

A camera and intercom system was beside the door entry, so Stafford, along with Sgt. Mike Laughlin, Cpl. Kim
Dibble and Officer Casey Vague tried to get someone to answer the door.

At the same time, Cpl. Dibble noticed several people on the roof looking down at the police, the report shows.
“Several subjects on the roof advised that they were trying to leave but the renters of the residence would not let

them out,” Stafford’s report said.

Sgt. Laughlin called the owner of the property and he called his renters and told them to answer the door for po-
lice, the report said. When they did, everyone inside started exiting the residence.

Police divided up the individuals into two groups — those who were over age 21 and those who were under the
legal drinking age of 21.

The report shows there were 54 people there under the age of 21; there were 27 others over age 21.
Among the underage group were 14 people under age 18, the report said.

About half of the entire group had been drinking, police said, and all persons at the scene were released to sober
drivers.

Police entered the residence and found empty beer cans, two beer kegs and several liquor bottles, the report
said. A pool table was set up inside along with an area for a band.

The renters allegedly told police they were charging $7 per person for entry into the residence, the officer’s re-
port said.

No arrests were made. Police issued city citations relating to the social host ordinance, which can carry hefty
fines. Ticketed were Gabriel Heatherly, 21, of 5 E. Main, and Solon M. Wilkins, 19, also of 5 E. Main, the po-
lice report shows.

The city’s social host ordinance makes it a violation for adults to host parties where underage drinkers can con-
sume alcohol.


http://www.news-star.com/news/x297241865/Police-bust-drinking-party-issue-social-host-citations�

Shawnee Police Chief Russell Frantz said officers had a previous report at the same location but the partygoers
fled the scene before police arrival.

Frantz said as the upcoming graduation and summer season approaches, they’ll be on alert for any future situa-
tions like this.

“We will enforce the ordinance on underage drinking — we’re not going to tolerate it,” Frantz said, adding
police are continuing other efforts to deter underage drinking through the “2 Much 2 Lose” education and pre-
vention program.
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