
Shawnee one of pioneering cities to pass ordinance 

Contributing Writer  

Posted Feb 04, 2009 @ 09:25 AM SHAWNEE, Okla. —  

To the Editor: 
In reading The News-Star on Sunday, Feb. 1, I noticed that there was an article about the social host ordinance 
being passed in Edmond on page 2A. The article noted that “51 Oklahoma cities and towns have passed ordi-
nances to discourage all parties with underage drinking.”  I just want your readers to know that Shawnee is one 
of those 51 cities that have passed the social host ordinance. We are one of the only cities in the state that also 
trained our city of Shawnee Police Department officers about the passing of the ordinance so they would know 
to enforce it. They have done a wonderful job, but it takes the whole community to watch out for our young 
people. Did you know that you can help by reporting gatherings that have underage drinking? The youth in our 
town requested, about five years ago, a way to report underage drinking parties, but not get their friends in trou-
ble. 
 
So Shawnee Asset Building Alliance (SABA) came up with the “Minor Detail” reporting card. If you suspect 
that a party in your neighborhood has revelers under the age of 21 drinking alcohol, you can report the party 
online and SABA will send the address a letter noting the time and day of the party and asking that the adults 
involved not contribute to our already serious problem with underaged drinking here in Shawnee. Your name 
will never be mentioned. If you’d like to report, just go to www.minordetail.com and a letter will be sent right 
away. Peer pressure works both ways. Also, as a concerned citizen, you can sign a pledge that you won’t serve 
alcohol to minors outside your immediate family. The names of people who have pledged will appear in the 
News-Star from time to time to help parents know whose house is “safe” for their children to go.   
 
So if you see one of our Shawnee Police officers, tell them what a good job they’re doing protecting our youth 
and then get involved yourself. If you’d like copies of the pledge to pass around your neighborhood or your 
church, just call me at 275-3391 extension 102 and I will help you any way I can. 
 
Jan Tipton 
Shawnee Asset Building Alliance 

http://www.news-star.com/opinions/letters/x1851001914/Shawnee-one-of-pioneering-cities-to-pass-ordinance�
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