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SHAWNEE, Okla. —  

Those that know me recognize that I like to get right to the heart of the matter.  
 
So, let me demonstrate that by stating that the substance abuse control policies both nationally and in Oklahoma 
are colossal failures. 
 
 I really doubt that any informed person that has knowledge of what studies show would disagree with me. The 
substance abuse problem can be attacked from three directions.  
 
One is the supply side, another is demand and the other is incarceration. The results of the attack should be 
measured in the number of relative users that have been rehabilitated and the number of those that have become 
users.  
 
Emphasis on the supply side seems to measure success by how much the available supply of illegal substance is 
reduced. A failure any way you look at it, but I give everyone credit for a great effort.  
 
A recent government accountability office report shows that a $6 billion drug control operation known as Plan 
Columbia had a goal to cut cocaine production in Columbia by 50 percent. 
 
The result was a four percent increase out of Columbia and a 12 percent increase out of South America over the 
same time period. The price of cocaine went from $142 a gram to $94 a gram over the same time frame. 
 
A few years ago Oklahoma Law was enacted to make it much more difficult to obtain the ingredients for meth 
production. The law worked well in that the number of meth labs was greatly reduced. But did the availability 
of meth actually go down? I don’t think so. Incarceration, how’s that working for us. Duh.  
 
I am attempting to make the point that putting the great majority of our limited resources into incarceration and/
or trying to limit or eliminate the supply is a poor return on investment.  
 
As long as there is a demand, those that are inclined to capitalize on the weakness of others will meet this de-
mand and will find a way.  
 
We can’t and won’t spend the enormous amount of resources it would take to limit supply in any significant 
way. We are more eager to spend our tax dollars on incarceration where the cost in Oklahoma for a minimum 
security cell in 2006 was $17,343. That’s $47.52 daily.  
 
Why don’t we allocate more resources to reducing demand through treatment and prevention efforts? Well, it 
isn’t politically popular. doesn’t play well in the media. Tangible, immediate results aren’t there and we Ameri-
cans want instant gratification. The populous cry of “throw them in jail” and “throwaway the key” reigns. Wake 
up people it’s not working. 

http://www.news-star.com/opinions/editorials/x50623387/Substance-abuse-control-policies-failing�


In the long run the solution lies with prevention and treatment. The following is taken from a Houston Chroni-
cle article by Duncan Smith-Rohrberg Maru on Nov. 30, 2008.  
 
“Of the first 100,000 drug users benefiting from President Bush’s primary demand side initiative -— the $300 
million Access to Recovery Program -71 percent successfully completed therapy and abstained from illicit 
drugs, according to the Office of National Drug Control Policy.  
 
Ofthose with criminal histories, 85 percent remained out of the criminal justice system. Other research has 
shown that drug treatment programs can reduce drug use by more than 70 percent and criminal activity by 50 
percent.”  
 
Now that’s what I consider to be a success! Is there any reason to think that those same success statistics 
wouldn’t carryover? I certainly believe they would and we could get even better results with more experience.  
 
Oklahoma Substance Abuse Services Alliance (OSASA) serves as a leading advocate for Oklahomans affected 
by substance abuse. Connie Motley, M.Ed., LPC, Executive Director of SASA in a letter dated Feb. 10, 2009, 
to Oklahoma Legislators stated “In Oklahoma, drug and alcohol addiction contributes to 85 percent of all 
homicides, 80 percent of all prison incarcerations, 75 percent of all divorces, 65 percent of all child abuse 
cases, 55 percent of all domestic assaults, 50 percent of all traffic fatalities, 35 percent of all rapes and 33 per-
cent of all suicides.  
 
Every dollar spent on drug abuse prevention yields a $15 savings in reducing healthcare costs, law enforce-
ment, other social and welfare services, and increased productivity. Substance abuse services provided in the 
community costs Oklahoma taxpayers approximately $20 per day; this cost compares quite favorably to the 
$50+ that it takes to incarcerate someone.  
 
In closing, Secretary of Health and Commissioner of ODMHSAS, Terri White, says it best in “Preventing 
Meth Abuse and Promoting Recovery with Crystal Darkness Oklahoma.” “Substance abuse and untreated ad-
diction impacts the lives of individuals, families, and communities as a whole. Yet, when afforded access to 
appropriate care, people do recover. There is hope. Working together, we can change lives and create a health-
ier Oklahoma. We must intervene early and make substance abuse treatment a priority healthcare concern if 
we are to impact the future.” 
 
Gateway to Prevention Recovery located here in Shawnee is a “Crown Jewel” for Oklahoma in the area of 
treatment and prevention. Gateway was founded in 1984 by a small group of motivated people and has devel-
oped into a cutting edge addiction treatment service provider. They were selected from over 200 agencies 
across the nation to participate in the Network for the Improvement of Addiction Treatment project through 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Gateway has led the state of Oklahoma in reducing barriers that keep 
people from obtaining treatment of all kinds of addictions.  
 
Treatment works and leads to recovery! Prevention efforts are not as easily measured, but I believe it works to 
reduce the number of young people and adults from becoming addicts.  
Through the efforts of treatment and prevention, we can reduce the demand side of the equation. is our only 
hope. Reducing supply will never work! We would be better served by continuing to work to reduce supply, 
but the emphasis needs to move to reducing demand.  
 
 Editor’s Note: This guest editorial is offered by Will Rosebure, a member of the News-Star’s Guest Editorial 
Board. He also owns and operates RBC Agency Inc., Rosebure, Bailey and Craig in Shawnee. The views ex-
pressed by our guest editorialists and guest columnists are theirs, and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the News-Star’s management. 
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