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Community event to offer safety tips., celebrate '"Safe Community' designation

By Johnna Ray johnna.ray@news-star.com

Posted Apr 14, 2010 @ 11:09 PM SHAWNEE. Okla. —

The city of Shawnee in connection with the Kelsey Briggs Foundation will host a Child Abuse Prevention and
Family Safety Day 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 17 at Woodland Veterans Park.

The event, which will be filled with numerous free, family activities, will be moved to the Municipal Audito-
rium in the event of heavy rain.

Amber Gregg, executive director of the Kelsey Briggs Foundation, said the event is a combined effort in which
to celebrate the designation of Shawnee as a “Safe Community” by the World Health Organization and to edu-
cate the community about child abuse.

“We want to educate people and bring about awareness and prevention tips regarding child abuse,” Gregg said.
“April is National Child Abuse Awareness month so it’s a good time to have the event. It’s free for the commu-
nity to attend and we want everyone to come.”

The day’s events include face painting, child identification booths, a rollover simulator, free hotdogs, popcorn,
drinks, snow cones, live music by The Lost and Found Orchestra — a “jazz type group from Shawnee,” safety
demonstrations and information from several guest speakers.

“The road by the municipal pool will be roped off for people to turn in for a child seat safety check,” Gregg
said. “Volunteers from Safe Kids Oklahoma will come and look to make sure the seat is installed properly and
if not, will re-install it for you.”

More than 50 volunteers and community service workers will be on hand to help attendees of the event.
Also included in the event are visits from the Crash Test Dummies, Rowdy the Redhawk and the Sonic Drive-In
Milkshake, who will hand out Sonic Wacky Pack toys to children.

Speakers for the event include Cherokee Ballard, former television news anchor and current public information
officer for the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner; Robyn Brooks, Tulsa, who is the grandmother of the late
Skyla Brooks — a child who died in 2000 from injuries suffered during child abuse; Christina Lee, a Konawa
High School student and child abuse survivor; Mary Brazier of Shawnee’s Youth and Family Resource Center,
Inc.; and Debra Holloway, who will sing a song she wrote for Briggs.

A moment of silence and balloon release will be held for the 35 children who died in 2008 as a result of child
abuse.

The presentation of the Safe Community designation award will be presented during the event and dancers from
the Razzle Dazzle Studio will perform for guests.

Event and foundation T-Shirts will be available throughout the day.
Other activities will include face painting booths, a fire trailer, bike safety demonstrations, tai chi for seniors

and a presentation by the Crystal Darkness campaign, which will discuss the dangers of methamphetamine use
and will be held in the pool house at the park.
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