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Recovered meth addict reacts to Crystal Darkness

Shawnee Police Chief Russell Frantz, left, is pictured with part of
Shawnee's Crystal Darkness panel during a discussion Tuesday
night following the showing of the Crystal Darkness documentary.
Pictured on the panel from left is Perry, a recovered user; Sen.
Charlie Laster; Pottawatomie County Sheriff Mike Booth and Pot-
tawatomie/Lincoln County District Attorney Richard Smothermon.
Ed Blochowiak Staff Photographer

By Andrew Kanittle
SNS Staff

Posted Jan 13, 2009 @ 10:27 PM

SHAWNEE, Okla. —

For Perry, it wasn’t the bad teeth, the emaciated body or the fear of authorities that made him hate meth once he’d quit it
18 years ago.

It was the loneliness.

“I only used meth because I wanted to belong,” he said Tuesday night after watching “Crystal Darkness” at Shawnee’s
Ritz Theater. “Sometimes, I’d buy five people dope just to have them there with me. Yet, I always felt completely alone.”
Perry, a local addict who used methamphetamines for nine years before he entered a 12-step program and cleaned up, was
part of a panel that answered questions following the state’s broadcast of “Crystal Darkness,” a project of First Lady Kim
Henry and former Oklahoma County District Attorney Wes Lane.

Perry said he thought the film, which is filled with tragic stories of users, their families and the toll the drug takes on all
parties involved, was fairly accurate.

“There’s so many people in the public that don’t think the [meth] problem is as bad as it, but it’s really that bad,” he said,
referring to the tales of loss and grief shared in “Crystal Darkness.”

“It’s the sad truth,” he added.

As for the panel discussion itself, Perry said he was grateful to all the various lawmakers, district attorneys and peace offi-
cers who showed up, especially those who live outside of town.

“I wish there could have been a little more participation, from the audience and such, but overall I think it was pretty
good,” he said.

And for all those who have yet to free themselves from the grip of methamphetamines — or any drug — Perry suggests
Narcotics Anonymous, which meets every night in Shawnee at 7 p.m.

“You don’t have to be arrested to go to NA, you don’t have to be a narc,” he said. “You’ve just got to be sick and tired of
living the way you do.”

Andrew Knittle may be reached at 214-3926.
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