
‘Death to Meth’ watch parties slated 

By Kim Morava  

kimberly.morava@news-star.com  
Posted Jan 10, 2009 @ 10:58 PM 

Last update Jan 12, 2009 @ 09:20 AM 
SHAWNEE, Okla. —  
Community watch parties will be held in Shawnee, Seminole, Chandler and Prague Tuesday evening as part of Oklahoma’s state-
wide documentary broadcast of  “Crystal Darkness, Meth’s Deadly Assault on our Community.” 
The 28-minute documentary shows methamphetamine’s devastating attack on its users. The program is targeted for youth and 
their parents, but the message extends to the entire community to help prevent youth from getting involved with methampheta-
mine. The story is told through testimonies of those who have gone through the depths of meth addiction. 
In addition to watch parties being held at sites all across the state, the program will air simultaneously at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday on 15 
television stations, including Oklahoma City channels 4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 25 and 34.  
Several community forums are being planned in connection with the state event. Through collaboration between the Shawnee Po-
lice Department, Shawnee Asset Building Alliance and Gateway to Prevention and Recovery, a Shawnee watch party for the event 
will be at the Ritz Theater at 100 W. Main.  
Shawnee Police Cpl. Candie Swinney, who is coordinating Shawnee’s event, said seating begins at 6 p.m. at the Ritz and there’s 
room for 300 people. After the showing, a panel of experts will be available to answer questions and foster further community 
discussions. Some of the panel will include District Judge Douglas Combs; District Attorney Richard Smothermon; Pottawatomie 
County Sheriff Mike Booth; Shawnee Police Chief Russell Frantz; officials from Gateway to Prevention and Recovery; State Sen. 
Charlie Laster and State Rep. Kris Steele, among others. 
A person who is a recovering meth addict also is expected on the panel, Swinney said. 
To bring awareness to Shawnee’s watch party and its theme, Swinney said black ribbons will be placed at Shawnee city hall, on 
Shawnee’s police cars, at the courthouse and at Gateway. 
Chief Frantz said while this area hasn’t seen as many methamphetamine labs in recent years, they are making a comeback. Meth 
use also remains steady and continues to be a threat to young people, he said. 
Jan Tipton, prevention coordinator at Gateway, said a survey of 10th grade students in Shawnee has shown meth is an issue here. 
In a 2006 survey, there were three reported uses of meth. In 2008, that number doubled, revealing six occasions of methampheta-
mine use amongst sophomores, she said. 
Awareness is the key is to stop meth use before it starts, she said. The addiction causes serious psychological issues for the user. 
“It rots their teeth and makes them pick at their skin until it bleeds,” Tipton said. “The addiction is so strong.” 
Gateway to Prevention and Recovery in Shawnee was actually created through a grass-roots effort by residents of Shawnee after 
they sat down in 1983 and watched a similar nationwide documentary on drugs and addiction called “Chemical People.” 
Sallie McLaughlin, executive director of Gateway, said that showing led a small group of individuals to discuss the lack of re-
sources for parents whose children were caught up in alcohol and other drug abuse. From that, Gateway started with a card table, a 
telephone and volunteers in a donated office. 
Today, Gateway has offices in Shawnee and Chandler and is piloting a program at the prison in Boley. Gateway is a United Way 
agency that employs over 30 treatment and prevention personnel. When Crystal Darkness airs Tuesday, staff from Gateway will 
be working late to answer emergency phone calls from people seeking help. 
In addition to the watch party in Shawnee, watch parties also are scheduled at: 
• Seminole State College: The event will be held in Foundation Hall of the Haney Center from 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
• Chandler: The event will be held at the Route 66 Interpretive Center. Doors open at 6 p.m. and the show will start at 6:30 p.m. 
Afterward, a panel of experts will be available to answer questions.  
• Prague: The event will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the Prague Community Center, 100 Westlawn. 
A Web site, www.crystaldarknessoklahoma.org, has been set up for individuals to learn more about meth’s destructive impact. 
The site includes links for recovery resources, prevention assistance, and steps that individuals, families, schools, churches and 
communities can take to eliminate meth’s threat to Oklahoma. The site also includes a statewide list of watch parties scheduled 
Tuesday. 
Sponsored by Childhelp Crystal Darkness, the historic program is an attempt to mobilize communities to combat addiction to 
methamphetamine. The Oklahoma event is co-chaired by Oklahoma First Lady Kim Henry and former Oklahoma County District 
Attorney Wes Lane. 
——— 
Kim Morava may be reached at 214-3962. 
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