
January 10, 2009 

City considering social host law 
By Jessica Jackson - newspress  

As more Oklahoma cities are passing social host laws, Stillwater officials are in the preliminary stages of consider-
ing passing one themselves. 

A social host law places responsibility of underage drinking on the host of a party where minors are present. 

“In Stillwater, there is not a social host law, but there are laws in the books,” said Payne County District Attorney 
Rob Hudson. 

Stillwater City Attorney John Dorman said Stillwater officials are looking at other cities’ policies to see if similar 
codes will work in Stillwater. 

One such city, Edmond, has had a social host law since January 2007. 

“Our mayor at the time, Saundra Naifeh, was very interested in this issue,” Edmond City Attorney Steve Murdock 
said. “I think it’s had a positive impact.” 

If a person is hosting a party, which is defined as three or more persons, he or she is responsible for minors pre-
sent, he said. 

Murdock said the punishment in Edmond is a $500 fine or imprisonment not to exceed 60 days. 

While Oklahoma state laws distinguish between beer and liquor, Edmond does not. 

“Whether its low point beer or its an alcoholic beverage, the purpose is to curb underage drinking regardless of the 
alcoholic classification,” Murdock said. 

Hudson said a lot of people argue that a social host law is unnecessary, since laws already prohibit providing alco-
hol to minors. 

“To be honest, I think we have sufficient stuff on the books,” Hudson said. “There has been an effort by the legis-
lature to make the punishment more severe.” 

Under the law, it is illegal to provide alcohol to minors, but police officers have to prove a host supplied the alco-
hol before charging the host with a crime, Hudson said. 

“They’re not usually looking to file against the guy who’s having the party,” he said. 

He said officers often just give out minor-in-possession fines or break up the party. 

A parent, however, still would be held accountable for hosting drinking parties under the current system. 
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“If a parent were allowing a child to host a party and the parent were to provide alcohol ... then that would be a 
crime,” Hudson said. 

Teenage drinking is the problem many social host advocates are trying to curb. 

“Social host laws are just one tool in a larger tool box ... to reduce underage drinking,” said Bill Patterson, senior 
program manager for Underage Drinking Enforcement Training Center. “Approximately 5,000 kids a year nation-
ally die from alcohol related incidents. That’s a problem — a big problem.” 

He said parents getting mixed messages about what the “right” thing to do is contributes extensively to teenage 
drinking. 

“In order to prevent underage drinking, you have to look at the environment and part of the environment is the 
parents,” Patterson said. 

He said some of those parents think they’re doing the right thing if they take the teenagers car keys away, but he 
said alcohol leads to other hazards for young people. 

Teenagers brains aren’t fully developed so alcohol is more of a threat to them than to older adults. Additionally, he 
said alcohol is linked to numerous other concerns, such as unprotected sex, drowning and burns. 

“Protect the kids. Protect their lives. Protect their future,” he said. 

For college-aged students who host parties where underage people may attend, Patterson said hosts should be 
strict about who they let in the doors. 

“If you know they are underage and you see them bring alcohol in, you’ve got to be tough,” he said. “You’ve got 
to have a no-tolerance policy.” 

He suggests hosts have a guest list to prevent minors from entering when alcohol is involved, or to host a party 
without imbibing. 

“It’s taking responsibility for putting on a safe and alcohol-free party,” Patterson said. “Why do you have to have 
alcohol?” 
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