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‘No Tobacco Use’ signs installed

“No Tobacco Use” signs have recently been installed at all Stillwater Public School sites as a re-
minder that tobacco use is prohibited at all times on school property both within buildings and out-
side on all of Stillwater Public School’s premises.

The signs have been provided through a Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust grant with the Okla-
homa State Department of Health. The grant was provided to the Mayor’s Wellness Committee with
PaNOK Area Prevention Resource Center, OSU Center for Health Sciences serving as lead
agency.

Bill Luster, Stillwater Public Schools safety coordinator and John Anders, facilities coordinator, ar-
ranged to have 32 signs installed at all 14 Stillwater Public School sites with the State Health De-
partment’s “Breathe Easy” logo reading “No Tobacco Use On This Property.”

The signs are a result of Stillwater Public Schools adopting the 24/7 Tobacco Free Policy, a policy
that prohibits the use of tobacco in any form by any person at any place and at any time while on
school property.

This includes no tobacco use during times when school is not in session. The policy is part of a
statewide effort by the Department of Health and a national effort by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol.

Stillwater Public Schools is one of 85 school systems throughout Oklahoma that have adopted the
24/7 Tobacco-Free Policy and the first school system in Payne County to adopt the policy.

The policy extends to extra-curricular activities that are conducted both on and off campus and in-
cludes no tobacco use in school vehicles.

According to Walter Swanson, superintendent, Stillwater Public Schools already had a tobacco-free
policy so adopting a 24/7 policy was not that difficult. Announcements are always made at the be-
ginning of each extra-curricular event that tobacco use is not allowed.

According to Luster, students who break the school policy and use tobacco products on school
grounds must meet with the school principal who will decide on appropriate disciplinary conse-
quences. For subsequent offenses, the principal will enforce a more stringent disciplinary strategy.
In either case, police may be contacted if the student is a minor.

Since the 24/7 Tobacco-Free Policy requires that students receive evidence-based instruction on
avoiding tobacco use, prevention curriculum has been provided to Stillwater Public Schools through
matching funds provided by the Payne County Health Department.

David Hargrove, Stillwater Public Schools Prevention-Intervention coordinator, is in the process of
reviewing the curriculum materials to access how they can be utilized most effectively.



Values and benefits of a 100 per cent tobacco-free school are that the policy: Provides positive role
modeling by adult employees and visitors.

Reduces children’s observation of tobacco use and takes a firm stand against it. Supports preven-
tion messages delivered in classrooms by sending clear, consistent non-use messages.

Protects children from a dangerous drug. Tobacco use is not just a “bad habit; it is a powerful addic-
tion. Prepares students for the reality of smoke-free workplaces.

Provides a safe environment for students, staff and visitors by reducing exposure to environmental
tobacco smoke. Proactively protects schools from unnecessary risk of future liability by prohibiting
smoking on school premises. Reduces the risk of fires due to “smoking materials”.

In regard to the 24/7 Tobacco-Free Policy, Luster states “Most everybody understands we are trying
to promote healthy lifestyles in the schools. Our goal is to create a safe and healthy environment so
that students can grow into happy, successful young adults.”
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