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Event sheds light on meth abuse 

‘Crystal Darkness’ watch party well attended 
 

By Keith Purtell  
Phoenix Staff Writer  

More than 100 gathered at 
Muskogee High School to 
watch “Crystal Darkness,” a 
documentary about metham-
phetamine Tuesday.  
Staff photo by Jennifer 
Lyles / 

Chris Whittle knows the powerful effects of methamphetamine. 

“My mom used it, so I’m not allowed to live with her anymore,” said Whittle, 15. “It was hard to get used to not 
living with her all the time. I think using meth is dumb. Like, why would you do that?” 

Whittle was one of more than 100 who attended a watch party Tuesday night at the Muskogee High School 
cafeteria to see the documentary “Crystal Darkness.” 

The film, shown simultaneously on television stations all across Oklahoma, graphically depicted the results of 
using the drug, also known as meth. 

Farley Ward, assistant district attorney, said the big turnout and statewide broadcast was gratifying. 

“Hopefully, with the large audience watching, people will leave here tonight and spread the word,” Ward said. 
“Meth is so powerful that it will cause a mother to lose her maternal instinct. People who are addicted will 
steal, lose their sense of reality, even kill people they love. I am so glad that the people here tonight have an 
interest in this film, and that they will watch it and never try meth.” 

Ward said Oklahoma First Lady Kim Henry is right when she describes the widespread abuse of meth as a 
pandemic. 

Lisa Deason, clinical director at Green Country Behavioral Health, said it was important that the room was 
filled with teens and adults. 

“This is a community problem, and it will take the community to solve it,” she said. “Meth is dangerous be-
cause it is easily made, you can become addicted after a single use, and it is easily available in our commu-
nity.” 

Deason said the watch party was an effective way to increase awareness that help is available and stress 
that there is no shame in being addicted. 

“I believe people often want to hide their addictions,” she said. “We want people to know this drug is very 
powerful, and that’s why there is no shame.” 

Another young person at the event was Alex Felts, 15, president of an anti-alcohol group named Too Much 
To Lose at the school. 

“I think this film will have a major influence,” he said. “I heard that there were more than 200 watch parties 
across the state. I know meth is the third most-abused drug under alcohol and marijuana. I grew up in a fam-
ily that abused drugs. I’m very glad to say both my parents are both clean and have been for a long time. I 
hope this film will make other kids not want to go through that.” 

After the 30-minute documentary, there was a discussion session featuring community leaders and recov-
ered drug addicts answering questions from the audience. 



Pediatrician Mike Stratton said that he has seen severe tooth decay and skin sores from meth abuse. 

“I’ve seen children being brought up in homes where their parents can’t parent,” he said. “In situations like 
that, the oldest child, even if they’re only 6 or 7, becomes the parent. Meth use causes homes to become 
filled with filth, it causes seizures and death, and it causes children to be burned when meth labs burn. There 
is not a day go by that I don’t see someone affected by meth in some way. That has shocked me.” 

“Crystal Darkness” was 
shown simultaneously on tele-
vision stations across Okla-
homa on Tuesday night.  
Staff photo by Jennifer Lyles / 
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