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Membership fees may increase at rec center 

Julie Yates 
Staff Reporter 

Pryor Creek Recreation Center, pending council action, may be raising membership fees. 
 
The PCRC board recommended raising member fees by 5 percent in a meeting held Tuesday. 
 
Shane Simpson, director of the rec center, said the rec center has been in operation four years. In that time, Simpson 
said fees for membership and day passes have not been raised. 
 
Traci Johnson, aquatics coordinator, proposed the percentage increase and also suggested increasing the day pass to 
the PCRC pool. 
 
The board voted to raise the pool day pass to $3 in addition to an increase in memberships. The cost is currently $2 for 
one person to have access to the pool all day. 
 
Board member Dr. John Fell said he feels a 5 percent increase is reasonable. Steve Riff, also a board member, said it is 
better to raise rates in small amounts rather than all at once. 
 
Northstar Church wants to enter a contract to rent PCRC for one year on Sunday mornings. The church group origi-
nally rented the gym and child watch area for 12 weeks. Simpson said now that the church has a number of people 
attending their services, they are asking for a year’s rental. Northstar Church now wants to rent four different areas of 
the rec center so they can hold separate classes. Simpson said the church will go from renting two rooms to four 
rooms. 
 
Simpson said the church requested rental from  
 
8 a.m. to noon. Church would start 9 or 9:30 a.m. and wrap up around 10:30 or 11 a.m., giving them time to pick up 
their equipment. The cost of rental for the year will bring $35,360 for the rec center, or $2,946 a month. 
 
Simpson said the church has been good about making sure the place is clean. PCRC staff perform walk-throughs be-
fore and after the rental. 
 
PCRC board voted to deny a request to hold a lock-in free of charge. The parents of Adair High School seniors re-
served the gym for a lock-in on May 21 for Project Graduation 2010. The Adair group asked the city to waive the 
charge. 
 
The city set up fees for leasing the facility several months ago, and the cost for a lock-in is $8 a person, with a mini-
mum of $500. For previous lock-ins, PCRC charged $5 a person. 
 
The board turned down the waiver request because members felt it would lead to other groups asking for fee waiver as 
well. 
 
“Where would you draw the line?” questioned Riff. “You can’t distinguish between one versus the other.” 



The rec center added 70 members in November 2009 and 56 in December. Simpson said his last figure on member-
ship was 1,334, as of two weeks ago. 
 
PCRC has gained two corporation memberships, Orchids Paper Products and Berry Plastics. 
 
The rec center pool heaters malfunctioned in December, and capital outlay funds were used to replace them. Simp-
son said the newest problem is the gas line is set to ounces and now must be converted to pounds. The additional 
work could cost the rec center $6,500 extra, and the heaters may need regulators. 
 
Signups are available for Wake Up Call, an early morning class, starting again in February. Simpson said 10 people 
signed up for the previous class. 
 
The rec center received a fit business grant, written through the HOPE Coalition. PCRC is kicking off the program 
with free fitness assessments this week. 
 
Simpson said PCRC received the Oklahoma Certified Healthy Business Award. 
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