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POTEAU - The Carl Albert State College Student Government Association wants a smoke-free campus, asso-
ciation officers told CASC regents last week. 
Student Government Association President Kelsey McCully said the group had passed out 170 surveys to 
CASC students, and 70 percent of respondents said they'd support a smoke-free campus. The survey followed 
discussions with students at the beginning of the school year when students indicated the issue was important 
to them, McCully said. 
"And perhaps it will help the students who are smokers with a healthy choice," McCully said. 
This month, Student Government Association Secretary Danielle Bouchard said the student association unani-
mously voted to support a move to a smoke-free campus. 
"We want to help the county be smoke-free," Bouchard said. 
The student officers presented the resolution to the Board of Regents. 
Regent Ron Lawson asked what kind of comments they'd received from the 30 percent of student respondents 
who didn't express support for a smoke-free campus. 
McCully said the survey wasn't that detailed. Referring to the student lounge, it asked only if the students 
would support a smoking ban, she said. 
Besides the health benefits for smokers and those exposed to the second-hand smoke, a smoking ban would 
reduce litter on the campus, McCully said. 
CASC President Brandon Webb said administration will take some time to explore the matter, and if the cam-
pus goes smoke-free, it will certainly need several months to implement it. Webb suggested the Student Affairs 
department look into it, and he told the student government representatives, "Good job." 
Regent Jenna McBee suggested the policy might be implemented next fall. 
Regent Jerry Hetherington, the board's chairman, noted that people visit the campus for sports and other 
events, and he'd like to hear the faculty's reaction to the proposal. 
Lawson said he wasn't interested in taking on all health issues, for example, he wouldn't want to ban sugar on 
campus. But, Lawson said, he is interested in protecting third parties. 
McCully said 50,000 people die from illnesses related to secondhand smoke every year in the United States. 
"We realize it doesn't just affect the people who smoke," McCully said. 
According to the Jan. 23 Student Government Association resolution, smoking is Oklahoma's leading cause of 
preventable death, costing more than 6,000 lives and almost $2.9 billion each year. 
According to the resolution, as of January, at least 259 U.S. college and university campuses are 100 percent 
tobacco-free, and at least 466 are smoke-free, including 13 Oklahoma campuses. 
According to the student government resolution, although state law restricts smoking within 25 feet of the en-
trances of campus buildings, that restriction does not adequately eliminate exposure to secondhand smoke 
and is seldom enforced. 
According to the students, they support the LeFlore County Communities of Excellence in Tobacco Control 
Coalition which works to improve county residents' health by developing community partnerships to prevent 
tobacco use among youth, to reduce tobacco dependence and to promote smoke-free environments. 


