
A former homeless teenager who later became a school music teacher and now runs his own company told 150 area eighth 
graders that choices they make now can affect their entire lives.   

Allan Johnson, founder and CEO of Johnson Performance Systems, presented the keynote 
 address at the eighth grade health conference Thursday.   

Organized by Kingfisher Community Collaborative with the assistance of the county health 
 department, Department of Human Services, Kingfisher Regional Hospital and OSU  
Cooperative Extension Service, the annual conference included students from Kingfisher, 
 Okarche, Dover, Calumet, Lomega and Holy Trinity Catholic School.    

Using music, props and games, Johnson said he was talking to a “roomful of leaders” and  
urged the students to behave accordingly.   

“Leadership is all about influence: You can’t lead people without going where you need 
 them to go first,” he said. “The leadership I learned in the seventh and eighth grade has followed me all over the world.”   

Johnson illustrated his points with personal stories about himself and his family, including his daughters Zoe, 9, and Lydia, 
5, and his son Nathan, 3.   

“The reason I lead is for them,” he said, gesturing to his children’s picture. Nathan is completing the last phases of chemo-
therapy after doctors removed a tumor the size of a girls’ basketball from his abdomen last October, along with one of his 
kidneys.   

Although he said his son will be fine, Johnson said the experience reminded him of how valuable every minute can be.   

“One day he was sliding down the slide at the park looking and acting perfectly healthy and literally the next day surgeons 
were taking out this giant tumor,” he said. “You can’t control what happens tomorrow, so don’t waste a minute of your 
time.”   

Other speakers at the all-day conference at the Kingfisher County Fairgrounds included former middle school counselor Ja-
mie Scammahorn speaking on relationships, Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation Agent Julie Kendall on internet safety 
and Chelsea Hull on substance abuse.   

“I think every presenter was very well received,” Helen Naifeh, community collaborative board member, said. “The stu-
dents were all attentive and well-behaved.”   

Students also were treated to lunch and a snack of string cheese and yogurt, provided by Dairy Max in response to a request 
letter written by Kingfisher eighth grader Lexi Mason.   

Alternative education students from the Yellowjacket Academy and Kingfisher eighth graders helped with setting up the 
conference and cleanup after the event. Walmart and Prevention Workz also contributed to the conference. 

Message to area 8th graders: ‘Succeed’ Christine Reid 02.MAY.10 

LEADERSHIP HATS — Keynote 
speaker Allen Johnson told area 
eighth graders that leaders serve 
many roles in his address at the 

health conference Thursday. [KT-
FP Staff Photo] 
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