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WAURIKA — Many see it as an inauspicious standard, but Oklahoma ranks among the national leaders in the percentage
of relatives other than parents who have taken on the responsibility of raising children.

Surveys by the American Association of Retired Persons, the U.S. Census Bureau and others, put the Sooner State among
the top four or five states in which a relative — usually a grandparent or grandparents — have replaced natural parents as
a child’s primary caregiver and guardian.

During a regular meeting Monday, Jefferson County Turning Point Coalition heard a report from two members who at-
tended a statewide Grant Parents Raising Grandchildren seminar in Oklahoma City.

Coalition vice chair Fran Bergeron and Elizabeth Flanders Pitt, coordinator of Smart Start of Stephens County, said the
two-day event hosted by Mt. Olive Baptist Church and coordinated by the Oklahoma Department of Human Services and
Oklahoma State Health Department was enlightening.

A State of the State’s Health report from State Health Department indicated that there were at least 91 “kinship caregiv-
ers” in Jefferson County in 2007.

“Right now, Oklahoma is No. 3 in the percent of grandparents who are responsible for raising their grandchildren,”
Bergeron added, noting a U.S. Census Bureau survey.

She also said a 2005 AARP survey showed that 39,279 grandparents in Oklahoma were responsible for raising their
grandchildren.

The report tied into the Turning Point Coalition’s current project of creating a five-year plan to address key areas of public
health concern in Jefferson County. Creation of a support system for “kinship caregivers” is a priority for the group, which
approved a final draft of the strategic plan during the meeting at the County Health Department office.

Other issues of public health concern in the JCTPC’s five-year plan are:

n Reducing youth activity in risky behavior, including teen pregnancy, an area in which Jefferson County is the state
leader, and other issues like tobacco and drug use.

n Reducing unintentional injury in the county. Unintentional injury of all types was the No. 1 cause of death among county
residents 5 to 34 years of age for the period from 1993 to 2003, and Jefferson County was among the state leaders in per-
centage of death by unintentional injury in the 2007 State of the State’s Health report.

Reduction in tobacco use and promoting car safety for children are specific areas linked to unintentional injury, but Jeffer-
son County was also No. 3 in the percentage of homicide and suicide deaths for ages up to 24 years old, according to the
1993-2003 survey.

Turning Point Coalition members also approved a final draft of by-laws for the organization, which includes the group’s
mission statement “to promote and create programs and initiatives that promote the health of the residents of Jefferson
County,” and outlines procedural items like membership, election of officers, officer’s duties, etc.

William White, Coalition member who works for the Wichita Mountain’s Prevention Network, updated members of an
attempt to find a building in Waurika that could house a teen activity center. White said he’d spoken to one local property
owner and discovered the strip mall west of the Waurika Travel Center is currently in probate court.



He was also planning to gather information about two other properties that might provide the structural elements needed
for installing a center for use by county teens. In a Speak Out survey conducted by JCTPC in May 2007, such a facility
was the No. 1 priority listed by county teenagers.

State Turning Point Coordinator Brandie O’Connor told the group that the Oklahoma Healthcare Authority has begun a
program called Insure Oklahoma. The program, which is using funds from Oklahoma’s share of a lawsuit settlement
with the tobacco industry, is for small businesses that employ 50 or fewer employees.

She said coverage is extended to employees 19 to 64 years of age and that several insurance providers are participating.
Business owners pay 25 percent of the cost, while the state picked up the remaining 75 percent, and O’Connor noted that
“for every $1 the state puts in, the federal government puts in $2.”

Noting that farmers could also be included in the small business description, O’Connor said, “The employee doesn’t pay
anything, except the co-pay and prescriptions.”

Members also voted to change the date for JCTPC’s next regular meeting. Originally slated for May 26, that meeting
will be held at noon Monday, May 19, at the Jefferson County Health Department.
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