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Clearing visions
Waurika News-Democrat

WAURIKA — In a collective attempt to improve public health and quality of life in Jefferson County, turning vision into
reality will be part of the process.

Jefferson County Turning Point Committee has identified improved health and quality of life as part of its mission, and
during its most recent meeting, the group coordinated by the Department of Health, got a look at two visions.

Administrators of Waurika School District No. 23 are making plans to bring a school board issue before Waurika voters in
February, with several different building proposals on the drawing table. With an eye on building expansion or construc-
tion, proposals have included a new auditorium, renovation of the current gymnasium at Waurika High or constructing a
new gym, and creating a multi-purpose facility that could be used by the school and community.

A public forum was held Oct. 15, during which Superintendent Roxie Terry displayed several design ideas, from free-
standing auditorium and gymnasium buildings to a self-contained facility that would house an auditorium, gym and
school/community center.

Members of the Turning Point Committee met with Terry on Oct. 4 to see if there was a role the group could play in pro-
moting the school district’s proposed building expansion, and during the regular meeting of the committee, Terry gave an
update.

“Everything is open right now, as far as what type of a facility we’ll be trying to build,” Terry said. “I don’t know if it’s
going to be an auditorium or some type of building that combines an auditorium, a gym and a multi-purpose building that
could be used by the school and public, but at the (Oct. 15) forum, there was very positive response that we need some-
thing.”

School expansion would be funded by a hike in ad valorem taxes, possibly through “series bonds” that could be paid off
over a number of years, and the district is expected to put forth a school bond election proposition in February 2008.

“I was pleased to see that very many people are interested, and we’ll be having more meetings in the coming two months
to discuss just what kind of project we want to go forward with,” Terry said. “We’re going to ask architects and a bonding
agent to attend the next meeting.”

The Turning Point Committee then got an update from Chy Waters. The Waurika city clerk had outlined city officials’
vision of constructing a community/recreation center when the health group met in September, and she returned for Octo-
ber meeting to follow up.

Waters said the city’s idea for an activities center was patterned on the Wellington Activity Center in Wellington, Texas,
where she was once the director. That facility was a combined civic and recreation center, originally funded by donations

and grant funds, and operated through membership fees.

Such a structure, Waters said, would contain meeting rooms and recreation facilities, and possibly an auditorium and a
youth center.

“This is a project that will take two to four years to get done, and we’re talking about $3 to $4 million,” Waters said.

To facilitate construction of such a facility, Waters said, “We’re going to form a board and get non-profit status. After we
do that, we can apply for grants, maybe from the Noble Foundation or Wal-Mart or other businesses and foundations.



“We’ll need to form a diverse community committee, to get citizen’s input on what the community wants and what is
realistic.”

Brandie O’Connor, Health Department Turning Point field consultant, said told Terry and Waters, “This group is inter-
ested in staying connected with the (two) projects.”

Following the format established by meeting with school officials, Mendy Spohn, Jefferson County Heath Department
administrator, said local Turning Point group would want to “have a strategic planning meeting with the committee Chy
forms.”

The Turning Point Committee also sought input on the subject of a youth center, which was provided by former Ryan
student Phillip Stevens, currently attending Cameron University, and Ryan High student Cherish Sheffield.

A youth center was the No. 1 priority when a Teen Speak Out was held last spring, and Stevens said the possibilities dis-
cussed by Terry and Waters would be interesting to area youth. “But,” he noted, “you need to break it out to all the stu-
dents and get the students involved (in the planning).”

“This would be a good way to let (young people) know the community cares, but if the kids can help in planning and
building it, they’ll be more likely to take care of it. Getting everyone involved can have an amazing effect on the com-
munity,” Stevens said.

Sheffield added, “A youth center would be somewhere to go, instead of going out and trying to find something to do.
There’s be more interest in it if you actually have kids involved in the planning.”

If the city commits to construction of an activities center that would take several years to complete, Spohn suggested
“trying to start some type of wellness and/or fitness facility to fill in while the activity center is being built.”

Sheffield noted that the former American Legion building in Ryan is unused at this time, and Waurika school counselor
Laura Thomas said, “We should looking into getting something together, just for now, that would be a place the kids can
go hang out.”

Terry added, “We do need some type of quick-fix facility to show some immediate response to the teenagers’ needs.
They’ve said that a youth center is important to them, and if we don’t do something, they’ll think we’re ignoring them.”
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