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If you build it 

Waurika News-Democrat 

WAURIKA — If you build it, Roxie Terry believes, they will come. 
 
But lingering in the background are two questions for Waurika residents: 
 
1. Do you want to build it? 
 
2. Are you willing to fund it? 
 
On Oct. 15, the Waurika board of education turned a special meeting into a public forum to discuss the possibility of 
bringing a bond issue before district voters. 
 
Off and on through the past two years, Superintendent Terry and members of the board have examined several concepts 
for a building project. School administrators and board members are united in wanting an auditorium for the district. 
 
Also on the “wish list” are a multi-use facility that could use by the school and the community, and either construction of a 
new gymnasium or extensive renovation of the current gym, which is used for basketball games and practices and physical 
education classes. 
 
Opening the public forum, Terry told a group of about 30 citizens, “What we want is some input on what you feel are de-
sign needs, not just for the school but for the community. We’re wanting to brainstorm and see what kind of path you want 
to go down.” 
 
“The school district is the core of a community,” Terry added. “Of course, schools are funded by taxpayers, and if we’re 
talking about (building) construction, then we’re talking about a bond issue.” 
 
Most of the discussion revolved around the three proposals Terry presented as “needs for the school district and commu-
nity.” 
 
“We need an auditorium that will be tied to the fine arts, both for the school and for the community,” he said, outlining the 
proposals. “This would be a place to hold band concerts, musicals, plays, town meetings or bring in guest speakers — 
things like that. 
 
“When the (Jefferson County) Turning Point Committee held its ‘Youth Speakout,’ the No. 1 thing the students recom-
mended was some type of youth center. So, we might also look at a facility where they could hold dances and have a safe 
place to congregate, 
 
“The third (need) is a new gymnasium. When you talk about bond issues and gyms, some people will say, ‘Well, you only 
hold 20 (basketball) games there a year.’ But to us in the school system, the gym is also a classroom. 
 
“Right now, we operate with one gym and all of our high school and middle school teams have to practice there, so we 
have to spread out practices throughout the day. 
 
“And we also hold our P.E. (physical education) classes there, so scheduling is a really big problem.” 
 



Terry circulated architectural renderings of building projects other school districts in Oklahoma have accomplished or 
are in the process of constructing. They ranged from a free-standing fine arts building at Shawnee that was priced at over 
$2 million to a gymnasium built at Prague at a cost of $3.5 million. 
 
Among the examples of what Terry called “brain candy” were a project at Hennessey that included a separate auditorium 
building and a multi-purpose building constructed at a combined price of $3 million and an auditorium/gym/multi-
purpose complex at Allen that had a $1.9 million price tag. 
 
There was a possible design Terry felt would be the best-case scenario for Waurika, a multiple-building complex that 
included an auditorium seating 466 and an 834-seat gym that were connected by a multi-purpose facility. It had a total 
cost of $5.3 million, but the superintendent noted, “These would be ‘shells,’ which would allow you to complete the en-
tire facility over time.” 
 
When the discussion turned to funding, Terry recommended the possibility of using “series bonds,” which would spread 
the cost over a number of years, thus softening the impact of an ad valorem tax increase. 
 
The district could bring a single bond issue to voters that would a universal bond covering all the construction and re-
quiring immediate total payment, but Terry suggested a more tax-payer friendly approach would be series bonds. 
 
“By using series bonds, there would be one vote, but you would vote on several different bond issues at one time,” he 
said. “Let’s say we went for a four-year series bond for $4 million. Well, we can’t bond $4 million right now because 
(the school district’s) bonding capacity is just $1.5 million per year. 
 
“But with the series bonds, we would raise $1 million over each of the next four years. You’d write the initiative so that 
each year there would be a new bond, but you’d only have to vote on it that one time.  
 
“With some series bonds, you can also do the payment every two years. So, if we got a $4 million bond, that would take 
eight years to pay it out, which would make it easier on your tax payers.” 
 
The meeting was a preliminary venture into a process that will take several weeks to complete. Terry recommended an-
other open meeting in the near future to continue trying to determine exactly what type of construction would evolve, 
which would be followed by a feasibility study. 
 
A school bond election could be held no sooner than February 2008. 
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