
January 16, 2009 

Interest up to battle ‘ice’ 

TV show triggers focus on drug problem 

By Barry Porterfield 

A television program focused at raising more awareness on the dangers of the illegal drug methamphetamine appears to have 
sparked some genuine interest around Garvin County from those wanting to know more. 

That interest got raised a notch this week with showings of the program “Crystal Darkness” at area schools and sites with 
more likely on the way. 

Law enforcement officers and others have jumped on board to offer the public even more information meant to accompany 
the statewide documentary. 

From a live watch party Tuesday night in Wynnewood to DVD viewings later on, it appears the public, ranging in age from 
young children to adults, is taking advantage of this opportunity to get better educated about meth — known is some circles 
as “ice, crank or crystal.” 

At that event and others like it during the week the interest to learn more about the drug is clearly there, said Garvin County 
Lt. Travis Crawford. 

Officers and others are providing answers after the program is reshown during these presentations at schools for students and 
faculty, along with other gatherings meant to bring in more adults. 

“The initial response was very good,” Crawford said. 

“There was a lot of feedback from the public after they watched the show,” he said. 

“The interest was high but we weren’t surprised because they were there for a reason. They wanted answers. They wanted to 
know how they could help. It was that kind of feedback. 

“They want to be heard but they’re also trying to educate themselves and participate in anything they can to better them-
selves as a parent or community leader.” 

At a presentation in Stratford deputies noticed some real interest from students all the way down to 12 years old. 

“Some of the younger students were really paying attention,” he said. 

“Their questions are a lot different from an adult perspective. They asked things like where do you get it at, what does it look 
like, is there any use for it, can you take it for a headache. 

“Of course adults are more knowledgeable of what we’re dealing with. Their questions pretty much pertained to how can we 
get individual help, are there places other than rehab or prison, how much does it usually sell for, what does it look like, what 
shapes and colors does it come in.” 

The deputy added he believes the majority of people in Garvin County are educated enough about meth to know it’s a 
“huge” problem here. 



“When they get that kind of turnout and that many people asking questions it’s better for us because they’re going to start 
calling in giving us information and we’re going to be able to help the community,” Capt. Rodney Wright said. 

These presentations have been done or are on the way at schools in Whitebead, Paoli, Elmore City, Stratford and Maysville 
with local police expected to be involved with gatherings in Pauls Valley and Lindsay. 

In PV the program is scheduled to be shown to local high school students at 8:50 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 22. A viewing for junior 
high students is planned for 12:30 p.m. Jan. 26. Parents are invited to attend the showings. 

Crawford said plans are for the county’s deputies to continue the educational presentations at area schools as much as possible 
in the future. 

“We’re going to cover methamphetamine or any kind of other drug to keep on hammering home that there’s other options 
rather than turning to drugs.” 
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