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Conference center the site of town hall meeting 

By Kasey Fowler, Staff Writer Enid News and Eagle 

ENID — Underage drinking will be the topic of a town hall meeting Tuesday at Cherokee Strip Conference 
Center. 
 
PreventionWorkz, in conjunction with Youth Opportunity Task Force and Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, is hosting the meeting 6-8 p.m. Tuesday at Cherokee Strip Conference Center. 
 
Enid’s town hall meeting is one of 1,700 being conducted across the country during April, which is Alcohol 
Awareness Month. 
 
“It is mainly geared toward parents and teachers,” said Tammy Grantz, executive director of PreventionWorkz. 
“We want to give them some good information about underage drinking. We will have information about how 
as parents and teachers we can help prevent underage drinking in the community.” 
 
According to SAMHSA, more than 10 million youths 12-20 are current alcohol drinkers. Also, according to 
SAMHSA, more than 17 percent of youths engaged in binge drinking during the past month and more than 16 
percent of 18- and 20-year-olds have driven under the influence of alcohol in the past year. 
 
The town hall meeting will start with a short video regarding underage drinking, followed by a panel of speak-
ers who will speak for about 10 minutes each. The final portion of the meeting will be a question-and-answer 
session between members of the community and the panel. 
 
“The people on the panel will include someone from the Enid Police Department; youth from the Youth Build 
program, which is run out of CDSA; we have asked Craig Box, Austin Box’s father, to speak; we have asked 
Taylor Randolph, a drug and alcohol counselor with Youth and Family Services; and we have asked Jeff Hoff-
sommer, an ER doctor at (Integris) Bass (Baptist Health Center),” Grantz said. 
 
Booths will be set up at the meeting with information from local organizations for parents about teenagers. 
 
“We want to get the word out about the importance of not providing alcohol to underage teens and to be sure 
underage drinking doesn’t take any more lives,” Grantz said. 

http://enidnews.com/localnews�
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