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Tobacco free Noble 

By Julianna Parker 

NOBLE -- The City of Noble isn't perfect, but it does have its finer points. One of which is its pace-setting at-
titude about tobacco use. 

The school board voted to ban tobacco use from all school grounds almost two years ago and the city council 
followed suit about a year ago to ban tobacco use on all public properties. 

The city recently was honored with a leadership award for these steps forward at the annual Cleveland County 
Turning Point/Tobacco Free Cleveland County banquet in honor of World No Tobacco Day May 29. 

"This little town has done a lot of their community," said Candida Manion, of the Cleveland County Commu-
nities of Excellence Tobacco Control Program. 

And now the city and the schools are a model for other places who want to go smoke free. 

"I get a lot of people calling me up and asking me about Noble ordinances," Manion said. 

Noble is one of the only cities in Oklahoma that has passed an ordinance prohibiting tobacco use on all city 
properties. Norman tried to pass a similar law last year but it met with too much controversy. 

Noble Public Schools' 24/7 tobacco-free rule is unique from other school districts in that it was initiated by the 
Parent Teacher Association. 

"I think we're the first time that a PTA has actually taken it to the school board," said Debbie Barrett, president 
of the Noble council of PTAs. She was the president of the high school PTA at the time of the initiative, but 
her husband, Rodney, was president of the council of PTAs at that time. 

Gail Hilty on the PTA also was a member of Tobacco Free Cleveland County and she set up a meeting for 
members of Turning Point to tell the PTA about the resources available if the district decided to go tobacco 
free. 

"But in the end of the day it was their own community that pushed ahead," Manion said. 

The PTA members wanted to do what was best for the children in the district. The tobacco-free campuses 
would protect them from second-hand smoke, but also provide a good example for children thinking about 
smoking, Hilty said. 

So the PTA got to work. 

"We got enough signatures on a petition and took it to the council," Barrett said. 

The school board passed the resolution a few months into the 2006-2007 school year and the district became 
tobacco-free. 



The transition was a smooth one. There was initially some worry that it would be a difficult resolution to en-
force, but Barrett said there haven't been many problems. 

"We really haven't had to do anything except put up the signs and announce it at football games," she said. "... 
It didn't take security. It's what our community believes in, so it kind of takes care of itself." 

The district put up signs announcing the change and began announcing it at sporting events. Now the biggest 
benefit Barrett said she can see is the changed atmosphere at football games. 

"It is just such a much better example to the kids," she said. 

Another result of the 24/7 tobacco-free effort at NPS, Barrett said, is the positive example set for the students. 
Shortly after the switch on campuses, several grade school students petitioned the city for a change on munici-
pal properties. 

Noble Public Schools students Josie Parker, Gracie Jonas and Courtney Stringer wanted the public library to 
become tobacco free. So they asked the council to pass an ordinance prohibiting tobacco use on public prop-
erty. 

"That's when we began to look at this and did pass the ordinance," City Manager Bob Wade said. 

The council had already seen the success of the tobacco-free school campuses, so passed the ordinance. 

"Noble is a success story because you see how the Noble council members not only listen to those who vote 
for them, but the kids too," Manion said. 

The ordinance went into effect in June 2007 and brought the issue down to the local level. State law already 
covers the issue of smoking in public places, but when the city enacted the ordinance it allowed local agencies 
to enforce the law and in turn gain revenues for the city if fines are levied. 

There has been little feedback, however, about the new city rule, Wade said. 

"Apparently, this is controversial in large cities," he said. But the city hasn't received many complaints. 

That could be because not many people realize the rules have changed. 

"I'd say so far probably because we're not being very proactive, there's probably still a certain amount of viola-
tion," Wade said. 

The city has yet to put up new signs announcing the prohibition. As a result, Wade said, there are some cases 
of noncompliance that the city is currently overlooking. And some cases officials couldn't enforce. That be-
came apparent for Wade at the Rose Rock Festival in May. 

"It was clear that we did not have controls in place to keep people from smoking in public places," he said. 
Hopefully that will be different next year, he said. 

The city has ordered its first batch of signs declaring the new ordinance to be installed in Dane Park. The signs 
should be in the next few days, and then the city will install them. City officials will decide if they like the de-
sign of the sign and then order more for the other city properties, Wade said. 



The new signs will let people know city property is tobacco free, and then the city will begin to enforce the 
new ordinance. Those not in compliance with the ordinance will probably be given a warning, but repeat of-
fenders will be fined, Wade said. 

The school grounds initiative may have led to the city's choice to go tobacco free, but now those choices are 
leading to others. Barrett works at the J.D. McCarty Center in Norman and has been able to use her experi-
ences with the tobacco-free initiatives in Noble to help the center prepare for going tobacco-free in January. 

"It's been helpful here having been through it there, getting the support," she said. 

Hilty has also used her experience making changes in Noble. As a member of the state board of PTA she wrote 
a resolution that was passed encouraging all state schools to become 24/7 tobacco-free campuses. 

"We decided, well, if we did it then everybody else can do it," she said. One thing she said others can learn 
from Noble is the collaboration that occurred to bring about change. 

"Everybody is moving toward common goals and it's amazing the changes that are going on." 

Julianna Parker 366-3541 jparker@normantranscript.com 
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